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THERE ONCE WAS A MAN FROM PERU... 
HONDA XR250 DUAL SPORT ° ADVANCED TIMEKEEPING 
METEOR HARE SCRAMBLES • ROAD TRIPPING • MORE 





OFF-ROAD SPROCKETS 


"Sprockets made the old fashion way, made tough and made to last." 
Steel Front Sprockets $10-$16.95 Steel Rear Sprockets $28-$39.95 
BEST BUY MX RACER KIT 


Front & Rear Sprockets | Front & Rear Sprockets 
and Standard Chain and Racing Chain 


$73.95 $83.95 


Extreme 
ALUMINUM SPROCKETS 


Gearz “Extreme” Aluminum $39.95 


см 


RACING SUPPLY 


Af. 123 Norton, MA 02766 


FREE! 


80 PAGE 


CATALOG 
\B 


Front & Rear Sprockets 
and O-Ring Chain 


$21-$47.95 
Chain & Sprocket Kits from$89.95 


The World's #1 Motorcycle Chain 


420x126 O-Ring Chain $48.95 | 520x120 MX Chain $29.95 | 520x120 MX Chain $59.95 
520 O-Ring Chain from$52.95 | 520 O-Ring Chain from$57.95 | 520 Gold O-Ring from$95.95 


ALL OUR CHAIN PRICES INCLUDE THE MASTERLINK! 


Steel Front Sprockets $16.95 
Aluminum R-Sprockets $35-$39.95 








Motorcycle 


RIK Chain 





800-654-4998 


Customer Service & Info. 508-285-4342 


C.0.D. CASH OK 


SAME DAY 


SHIPPING 
yE SS 
EXPRESIS 


ORDERS ARE PACKED IMMEDIATELY! 


NO "HANDLING" CHARGE! 


YOU PAY THE SAME PRICES 
IN OUR STORE, BY MAIL ORDER, 
OR FROM OUR TRUCK! 


VISIT OUR OUT-LET STORE 


take Exit #10 (Rt.123) West for 3 miles. 
We are located on the right. 


Prices and availability subject to change without notice. 
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400x18 MT16 $60.95 
450x18  MT16 $63.95 
MT16 $57.95 


TRELLEBORG 


100/100x18 754 $86.95 
110/100x18 754 $89.95 
100/100x19 754 $86.95 
110/ 90x19 754 $85.95 
80/100x21 914 $62.95 


MICHELIN’ 
120/ 90x21 MS/P $62.95 
130/ 80x18 MS/P $64.95 
140/ 80x18 MS10$68.95 
120/ 80x19 MS/P $62.95 
130/ 70x19 MS/P $63.95 
110/100x18 VE33 $49.95 


me 


100/ 90x19 VE33 $55.95 
110/ 90x19 VE33 $57.95 
110/100x18 VE37 $56.95 
120/ 80x18 M5B $50.95 
130/ 80x18 M5B $55.95 
100/ 90x19 M5B $56.95 
110/ 90x19 M5B $60.95 
80/100x21 VE35 $44.95 
80/100x21 VE40 $39.95 


DUNLOP 


100/100x18 $58.95 
$57.95 
$65.95 


80/100x21 


HEAVY DUTY 
RACING TUBES 
Moose Super $22.95 
Moose Slime $14.95 
Trelleborg ISDE $20.95 
Michelin AirStop $15.95 
Metzeler $15-$16.95 
ChengShin $11-$12.95 


BRAKE C9 


PADS р 


Dunlopads from $24.95 
EBC X Pads from $19.95 
EBC R Pads from $21.95 
Galfer Pads from $22.95 


Quick Pins from $9.95 


BRAKE 


ROTORS 
Fredette $99.95 
Braking Rotors 
from $119.95 


0 WHEEL 
‘/ BEARINGS 


Double Sealed $6-$13.95 


ENDURO cae 
SKID 


PLATES from $55.95 


CARBURETOR 
& AIRBOX 
Swamp Kit $ 9.95 
Extreme Kit $19.95 
Airbox Drain$12.95 
Tranny Vent$ 5.95 











RPR 
PIPE GUARD Ẹ 
$39.95 


MIEELL 


Piston Kits from $37.95 
Gasket Kits In Stock! 


FILTER 
CLEANER 
$9.95 
Twin Air 
Airfilters $20.95 


Filter Oil $14.95 
Filter Cleaner $21.95 


FORK È = 


SEALS 
Showa,KYB,WPfrom$9.95 


CXV 
HANDLEBARS 

Answer ProTaper $89.95 
Uni-Mount Kit $69.95 
Renthal from $59.95 
Moose Aluminum $49.95 
Moose Steel $17.95 


= GLa 


SPRINGS 

Fork Springs $79.95 
Shock Spring$89.95 
RaceTech $76.95 


Die 
=] eA) i 


Barnett from $79.95 





(0103) 
PLASTIC 
F-Fenders from $19.95 
R-Fenders from $17.95 
R-Scoops from pr $39.95 
S-Panels from pr $41.95 
Fork Guards $28.95 
Frame Guards $18.95 


Mir- 
Cables from $12.95 


Ez TLR URD 
YUMLLL I), 
Route Sheet Hldr. $19.95 
Brush Guards $29.95 
Deflectors $24.95 
Score Card Hldr. $ 8.95 
Rotor Guards $19.95 
Speedo Spacer $19.95 
KTM Footpegs $69.95 
KTM Rad Nuts $14.95 


i QUICKFILL 


Ш GAS CAN 
Ñ 25Gal $35.95 


5Gal $39.95 


320z. System $29.95 
700z. System $30.95 
Bladders $14.95 
Mouth Piece $ 4.95 


Link Drink Kit $16.95 
Link Insulated Kit $24.95 
Route Sheet Hldr. $27.95 


NO LEAK 


MOUTH PIECE 
Bite Valve Fits All $9.95 













On the cover: Who wouldn’t want 
to ride on a deserted beach at sunset, 
with warm ocean air and dry summer 
weather, especially at the tail end of a 
rotten winter? Photo was taken on 
one of the endless coastal beaches of 
Peru, and that’s Jimmy Lewis again. 
Photo by Joe Bonnello. 
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Warning: Motorcycle riding, hare scrambling, enduro riding and trail riding 
are all inherently dangerous, and unless you've already accepted the fact that 
you could get hurt easily doing anything illustrated in this book we'd hesitate to 
recommend that you try it. If you do, wear all protective gear, including a hel- 
met, gloves, heavy boots, knee guards and anything else you can find. You 
should bundle up like a polyethylene Sta-Puft marshmallow man, and then go 
out and have fun. You will. Just don't worry about banging yourself up. 

Trail Rider Magazine (ISSN 0892-5922) is published monthly at 64 Cutchogue Trail, 
Medford Lakes NJ 08055. Subscriptions are available from Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. 
Box 129, Medford NJ 08055, at $18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). Canadian sub- 
scriptions are $25 yearly, and overseas subs are $40 yearly, air delivery. Copyright © 
1997 by Trail Rider Magazine. АП rights reserved. No advertising or editorial matter in 
this magazine may be reproduced for distribution without written permission by the 
publisher. Contributors: Articles and event photos are welcome, although we assume no 
responsibility for unsolicited materials. Unless special arrangements are made in 
advance, all published materials become the sole property of Trail Rider. Second class 
postage paid at Medford, NJ and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 129, Medford, NJ 08055. 
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by Paul Clipper 
Knowing the Language 


ке I have been receiving much 
mail here at Trail Rider, asking sur- 
prisingly simple questions. After field- 
ing a number of requests for enlighten- 
ment, it became obvious that many of 
our readers were unfamiliar with even 
the simplest of motorcycling terms. 
This is a situation that must be put to 
rest; so in an effort to broaden the 
knowledge of those who need it, I have 
put together the following glossary. 

In order to be as clear and precise as 
possible, I have sought the advice of 
many experts in the field, and can 
therefore attest to the accuracy of this 
information. Readers who have ques- 
tions that remain unanswered at the 
conclusion of this column are urged to 
contact your friendly local bike shop 
for more specific help. 

Revolutions Per Minute: Reference to 
how hard and fast your head is spin- 
ning after center-punching your first 
tree in a tight enduro. Not to be con- 
fused with counter revolutions per 
minute, which is a measurement of 
either the speed opposite eyes rotate 
in their sockets after the above colli- 
sion, or of political weather in South 
America. 

Before Top Dead Center: Used to 
describe the point of impact during an 
endo. Coming down before top dead 
center would be a forehead landing, 
otherwise known as a face header. If a 
square landing on top dead center 
would be a 9.9 in international compe- 
tition, BTDC would be a 5.2. 

After Top Dead Center: Particularly 
nasty. Use your imagination. 

Spring Rate: The rate at which your 
roll chart rolls backwards in a fast sec- 
tion of an enduro. Expressed as a 
ratio—if your chart rolled back eight 
miles in one mile of fast trees, the 
spring rate would be 8:1. Spring rates 
of up to 92:5 are not uncommon. 

Swingarm Pivot: What happens when 
you try to jump a very large log, which 
contacts the frame rails and stops the 
bike dead, leaving it rocking back and 
forth like a see-saw. The rider is usually 
left sitting on his butt ten feet in front 
of the bike. 

Ring End Gap: The opening left in a 
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wedding band after you break a finger 
and the hospital has to cut the ring off. 
Usually very difficult to forget, as the 
affected spouse becomes enraged and 
clips said split ring onto your eyelid. 

Bore Diameter: The exact diameter of 
the hole you would like to drill in the 
skull of the stupid oaf who keeps pass- 
ing you back in every open section of a 
tight enduro. 

Cylinder Displacement: Rate at which 
beer cans take up room inside an ice 
chest. The smallest ice chests only 
have a cylinder displacement of six, 
and you can’t fit much ice. 

Compression Ratio: A ratio expressed 





as the difference between ambient air 
pressure and what your insides feel 
like after knocking back a quart of cold 
soda after a hot run. Not a very socia- 
ble condition. 

Double-Leading Shoe Brake: What an 
old-time drum brake motorcycle rider 
does to bring himself to a stop after a 
long section through a deep creek. 
Effective at slower speeds, but very 
hard on riding boots. 

Single-Leading Shoe Brake: Above 
rider if he happened to smack his toe 
on a rock. 

First Over: Reference to the first time 
you do an endo on a new bike. A nec- 
essary and unavoidable situation, com- 
parable to the first scratch you get on a 
new car, but more painful. 

Primary Reduction Ratio: 
Measurement of how small you feel 
after bragging to the other guys on 
your minute about what kind of a bull 
goose unreal timekeeper you are, and 
then leading them all into the first 


check five minutes early. 

Secondary Reduction Ratio: Very rare. 
An amplification of the above, if they 
allow you to get away with it a second 
time. Usually accompanied by a painful 
roosting and the insistence that you 
ride the rest of the day alone. 

Final Drive Ratio: The mysterious 
force that gets you out of bed at four 
a.m. on race day when you know you 
won't do any better than 12th in class, 
if you even manage to finish. Final 
drive ratios can be both positive and 
negative, i.e. a huge shiny trophy is 
positive drive, while a wife/girlfriend 
with a pair of tickets to a high school 
production of Funny Girl is negative 
drive. 

Primary Kickstarter: Usually a refer- 
ence to the biggest guy walking around 
in the pits. He's the guy you head for if 
your bike won't start and you've 
already worn yourself out trying to kick 
it. 

Rim Lock: Describes the situation you 
get into when you drop your front 
wheel into a muddy rut and it takes 
you and three kindly strangers to pull it 
out. Roots make very good rim locks. 

Shift Fork: What you do when you're 
trying to eat right after breaking three 
fingers on the dominant hand. This 
causes a slight problem with what to 
do with the knife and soup spoon, but 
most enduro riders learn how to cope 
after a while. 

Transfer Angle: Refers to the amount 
of strength you have at any given gas 
stop of an enduro, and your ability to 
tip a gas can up far enough to not spill 
gas all over the bike. The transfer angle 
starts out correct at the beginning of 
the day and deteriorates in the late 
afternoon. 

Cylinder Scavenging: The process 
you go through when you've spent 
your last four pistons and the better 
part of a bank account on ignoring a 
massive air leak. Also a derogatory 
term for the process of seeking spon- 
sorship. 

Squish Band: The small hold-down 
strap at the bottom of some rear fend- 
er bags on Japanese enduro bikes. So 
named for a tendency to deform tuna 
fish sandwiches on a long ride. 

Intake Port: Where you pour the Yoo- 
Hoo and stuff the Twinkies after the 
first loop of an enduro. Also the main 
air intake for riders who refuse to wear 
protective gear or use mufflers. 

Exhaust Port: Don't ask. 

Port Timing: The ability to coordinate 
the use of the intake and exhaust port, 
and not get the two mixed up. 
Improper port timing can occasionally 
result from a severe compression ratio. 

Last Over: See above. 0 


Factory team rider Rodney Smith 
specializes in ISDE Qualifiers, 
having won the AMA national 
title for the last three years. 


first in the dirt. 


Who says economical apparel has to 


be short on features. Mooses 

Trophy line gives the rider 

pro-caliber designs and quality, 

but at a more affordable 

price. We build Trophy gear 

with the same attention to 

detail and quality as our XCR 

racewear, so it’s perfect for expert racers 
as well as entry level riders. About 

the only place we've cut back 


is on the price tag! 


The Trophy Jersey's un-printed back 
provides maximum breathability 


апа сбойпа\сопїогЁ Have your dealer contact: 


PARTS 


UNLIMITED 


WWW.mooseoffroad.com 
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Appalachian Dual Sport 
Tours 


Racer Productions, those fine folks who 
bring you the GNCC series, also offer an 
eastern seaboard based series of dual 
sport rides, called the Appalachian Dual 
Sport Tour. This year Carrie Coombs- 
Russell, Jeff Russell, Big Dave, Rita and 
the rest are promoting five rides in the 
series, and the big news is that the 
Blackwater 200 Dual Sport is back on the 
schedule. That's right, once again off- 
roaders will meet up in Davis, West 
Virginia, for a scenic romp across the 
countryside. The Coombs and Russell 
family really put on a great ride, and this 
year they even promise to rate their 
events for degree of difficulty. The sched- 
ule is as follows, for more information 
call (504)284-0084. 

May 3-4 Loretta Lynn Ranch, 
Hurricane Mills TN 
May 17-18 Red Bird Ranch, Stewart OH 
June 21-22 Daniel Boone Run, 
Renfro Valley KY 
July 19-20 Blackwater 200, Davis WV 
Sept. 27-28 Starvation Point, 
Elizabeth WV 


Trails in Pennsylvania 

If you're an active Pennsylvania trail 
rider, you're no doubt concerned about 
access to the trails in your state. And, if 
you watch the news and asked about the 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES 


New England Trail Rider AMA 
Association (NETRA) P.O. Box 6114 
P.O. Box 478 Westerville, OH 43081 
Ellington, CT 06029 (614)891-2425 
(203)875-5757 New York Trail Rider 
East Coast Enduro Alliance, NENYC 
Association (ECEA) 8 Komar Drive 
RD 4, Box 5671 Charlton, NY 12019 
Jonestown, PA 17038 New Jersey Trails 
(717)865-0601 Conservancy (NJTC) 
Vermont Trail Riders Asc. 212 Cedar Street 
(VETRA) Lakehurst, NJ 08733 
P.0. Box 136 


(908)657-6338 
South Pomfret, VT 05067 District 6 Sports Asc. 
Pennsylvania Trail 


P.O. Box 554 
Riders Association Lebanon, PA 17042 
(PATRA) (717)272-6896 
Box 77 


SETRA 
Thomasville, PA 17364 5165 Thompson Mill Rd. 
Racer Productions 


Lithonia, GA 30038 
(AMA GNCC Series) Blue Ribbon Coalition 
Route 7, Box 459 


P.O. Box 5449 
Morgantown, WV 26505 Pocatello, ID 83202 
(304)594-1157 


(208)237-1557 
Budds Creek Hare Virginia Championship 
Scrambles Hare Scrambles Series 
(301)475-2000 (VCHSS) 
District 4 Enduro Comm. 114 Holloway Drive 
(716)594-0384 Smithfield, VA 23430 
(804)255-4620 
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“Closed” signs, you know that the way we 
lose trails is by not raising our voice—it 
has not yet been proven that we win any 
trail access by making our opinions and 
desires known, but we certainly lose them 
by keeping to ourselves. That being said, 
all active Pennsylvania trail riders should 
get more information on the Governor’s 
Conference on 
Greenways and 
Trails, happening 
in Camp Hill, PA, 
on April 27 through @ 
29. The object of 
the conference is Ё 
to hear from all Ё 
interested user Bi 
groups and ulti- 
mately forge the § 
future for all trail 
use in the state. 
Private citizens are 
invited to attend, 
as well as groups of 
all kinds, so talk 
this over with your 
club or organiza- 
tion and plan on 
providing some representation that long 
weekend. For more information, contact 
the PA Recreation and Park Society, 1515 
West College Avenue, Suite 200, State 
College PA 16801; or fax a request to 
(814)254-5276. 


ECEA Schedule Changes 


So we printed the ECEA schedule in last 
month's issue, and we were working from 
a preliminary copy that was subject to 
revision. And it was revised. So don’t 
count on the dates you saw in last 
month's issue, instead add or change the 
following: June 1 will not be the Green 
Marble enduro, instead it will be on July 
27. June 15th will be the VFTR Dual 
Sport, rather than it's original date of 
7/27. Ridge Riders will have a hare scram- 
ble son July 6. The October 19 hare 
scrambles we called a Green Marble hare 
scrambles is actually a Maryland 
Competition Riders hare scrambles, 
sorry. Also, Meteor will have a dual sport 
on November 16, and their hare scram- 
bles on November 23. Come on out and 
ride some of them! 


Battle of Massachusetts 
The trail battle still rages on in 
Massachusetts, although things have 
calmed somewhat in the winter lull so far. 
Still, all state forests are closed to trail 
bikes until May 1, and NETRA members 
are still actively badgering their elected 
officials, with legislation pending. In the 
mean time, NETRA has printed up a 
“Battle of Massachusetts” T-shirt that is 
printed red and blue on white, with an 
American flag Massachusetts printed over 
the NETRA logo, and the words “Freedom 
to Ride” at the bottom. The shirt costs 
$12 plus $3 postage, and comes in all 
sizes. Best yet, proceeds go back into the 
legal fund to help replenish the battle 





Chris Smith. Highly bad 





money. Get yours from NETRA, P.O. Box 
478, Ellington CT 06029 (send them a 
check). 


Officially Honored 

We received a fax of a Joint Legislative 
Resolution from the state of New Jersey, 
you know, one of those pieces of paper 
where every sentence starts 
with "Whereas,..." We thought it 
was the usually fluff and non- 
sense from our fine elected offi- 
cials, but upon further inspec- 
tion it turns out to be a special 
recognition of Chris Smith, Eric 
Koeller and Drew Smith for 
their participation and perfor- 
mance in the ISDE in Finland 
this past year. The proclama- 
tion says Chris, Drew and Eric 
are "highly esteemed members 
of the Ridge Riders Motorcycle 
Club," which they are, but we 
hope the distinction doesn't 
cause jealousy in the club, 
because the rest of the mem- 
bers are pretty highly esteemed 
themselves, and wouldn't mind 
being recognized for it. Kidding aside, it's 
always a thrill when word gets out that 
what we do really is important and mean- 
ingful in the grand scheme of things, and 
that maybe for a second or two it is 
brought to the attention of our elected 
officials as they work to take away all our 
riding privileges. 


Moose at Moose 

Is Morrison, Illinois, considered eastern 
news? Hey, why not, Charlie's in 
Indianapolis! Word from the Brickyard is 
that the infamous Moose Run is taking 
place on May 4. This is the “log” event 
that Charlie wrote about, promoter Bill 
Gusse's midwestern version of the 
Blackwater 100. Well, the promoters are 
expecting all the big GNCC names to ride 
there, including Ту Davis, Раш 
Edmondson, Steve Hatch and more, and 
that Moose Offroad is one of the big spon- 
Sors, thus combining the two big Mooses 
of the riding world (we'll not add in the 
Moose Run turkey run, new for this year 
in Maine, which would make it three). Any 
road, it sounds like an interesting race if 
you don't mind a little extra driving...and 
hey, maybe you can stay with Charlie! For 
more information on the Moose Run, call 
(815)778-3641. О 


here To Ride 


2/25 AMA National Н.$. 
2/25 Snow Run Enduro 

3/3-4 AMA СМСС Series 
3/8-9 AMA GNCC Series 


Redding, CA 
Stafford CT 
Ocala, Fl 
Atlanta, GA 
Carver, MA 
Greensboro, GA 
Greenbank, NJ 
Cross Anchor, 9C 
Kalgary, TX 
Indian Mille, NJ 


5/9 PSTR Protest Driv 
5/16 AMA National Enduro 


2/16 Sandy Lane Enduro 
3/22-25 AMA СМСС Series 
3/23 AMA National Enduro 
5/25 Curly Fern Enduro 





The Reading Off-Road Riders Present the 


Bear Valley Waffonal Bare Scramble 
EU TTD 


Twin Air 
Boyesen/Twin Air (800) 441-1177 
DATE: SUNDAY APRIL 13th, 1997 ADMISSION: $5.00 NO АТУ’ BIKES ONLY! 

PLACE: Near Good Springs, РА See directions below. Lodging approx. 12 miles from event. 
LODGING: Comfort Inn, RT. 81, Pine Grove, PA 717-345-8031. Mention RORR and get a group rate of $45 

Colony Lodge, RT. 81, Pine Grove, PA 717-345-8095; Econo Lodge, RT. 81, Pine Grove, PA 800-553-2666 
CAMPING: Primitive camping at the event. NO water or electric hook ups. 

RIDER FEES: Pro, Expert and Amateur - $25 pre, $30 post. Youth - $20. PeeWee - $10. Pre-entry by 4/7/97 


AMA AMA Districte 


SANCTIONED 











A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS FROM THIS EVENT BENEFIT THE MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION 


SCHEDULE 
Youth & Pee Wee Parade Lap - 8:30 EVENT - 9:00 am 1 hour duration Note: separate tracks. 
Amateur Parade Lap - 11:00 EVENT - 12:00 pm 2 hour duration 


РКО/ЕХРЕКТ Parade Lap - 11:00 EVENT - 12:00 pm 3 hour duration 


CLASSES 
86to200 A&B 20110250 A&B 251toopn A&B  Vet30- A&B 
Senior 40+ A&B Super Senior 50+A&B 4strokeA & B Women AA 


Riders under 18 years of age MUST have a guardian present to sign release. (D-6 cards OK) 
All entrants must have a VALID AMA CARD. Applications for AMA membership available at the event. 
Spectators assume all liability for injuries or loss. 
FROM 1-81 - Take TOWER CITY exit 33 off I-81, then head SOUTH on route 209 (toward Tower City) 1.2 miles. Take first right 


turn in Jolliett (Main St.) for 2.1 miles. At stop sign in Good Springs, TURN LEFT. Travel 3.4 miles to B&M TUNNEL sign. Look 
for RORR Hare Scramble signs. Entrance on left. There will be arrows from Route 81. 


CALL THE RORR HOTLINE AT 610-921-3592 FOR INFO. PLEASE LIMIT CALLS 


I —————»—^—^—^—^—^——»—»—»^—^^A—»—»»— DETACH HERE --------------------------------.----------- re -r------- 
Name Age Phone( ) ECEA No 

Address 

City State Zip AMA No Expires 

Emergency Contact( ) Bike Make Displacement 


Class:86t0 200A  201t0250A . 251toopenA  VetA  SeniorA  SSenior A 
86t0200B . 201t0250B . _ 251toopenB__ УеВ__ SeniorB__ S Senior B 
4StrokeA_ ss 4 StrokeB — Women | AA eu 
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1997 GNCC Schedule 


It looks like 1997 is going to be THE year 
for the Grand National Cross Country 
series. There is more interest and focus on 
the GNCC than there has been in years, 
and that’s saying a lot for an extremely pop- 
ular series to begin with. Few other arenas 
offer such a combination of high-dollar fac- 
tory attention as well as amateur participa- 
tion right down to the C-class level. You 
won’t even have to keep an eye on the 
GNCC this year—it’s going to be right in 
your face, we guarantee it. 

By the way, for every event this year it 
seems that Sunday is the motorcycle race, 
and Saturday is for quads, as opposed to 
last year when occasionally the bikes were 
on Saturday. For more information on the 
GNCC, call (504)284-0084. 


1997 GNCC Schedule 


March 5-4 Ocala, Fl 

March 8-9 Atlanta, GA 
March 22-25 Cross Anchor, SC 
April 5-6 Hurricane Mills, TN 
April 19-20 Clarksburg, WV 
May 10-11 Brownsville, РА 
May 31-June 1 Boyers, FA 

June 14-15 Elizabeth, WY 
September 6-7 Millfield, OH 
September 20-21 Mt. Morris, FA 
October 4-5 Crawfordsville, IN 
October 18-19 Lisbon, OH 
October 25-26 Alton, VA 








FSO Mirror Adaptor 


It’s one of those things you've been wish- 
ing someone will build. What Four Strokes 
Only has is a replacement 
lever perch bracket that has 
a 10mm (standard Japanese) | 
mirror mount built in. With 
this device you don’t have to 
clamp a mirror around some 
of the last remaining free 
inches on your handlebars, 
leaving room for things like 
compression releases (four- 
strokes), timekeeping equip- 
ment, switches, hand guard 
brackets and everything else. 
Even better, the FSO mirror 
mount has oval mounting 
holes, so it will fit a variety of 
perch styles, from a 24mm 
to a 57.5mm bolt spread. 
You might not need it on a motocrosser, 
but this is the greatest thing in the world if 
you're building a dual sport bike. Retail 
price is about $15.95, and for more infor- 
mation call FSO at (818)765-5616. 








9/6 
9/0 





Golden Fond, KY 


Steamboat Springs, CO 


9/27 Elizabeth, W 
9/27 Phoenix, AZ 
10/4 St. George, UT 
10/4 Mt. Solon, VA 
10/11 Angels Camp, CA 
10/11 McArthur, OH 
1/25 Los Angeles, СА 


1997 AMA National Dual Sport/Trail Ride Series 


Midwest Trail Riders Association 


Merrimack Valley Trail Riders 


2/8 Laughlin, NV Tour n’ Trail Promotions 
419 New Waverly, TX Trail Riders of Houston 
5/5 Hurricane Mills, TN Racer Froductions 
5/17 Athens, OH Russell Racing 

5/51 Mill Hall, РА Durty Dabbers 

6/7 St. Charles, MO 

6/7 Lake Isabella, CA Team Dual Dogs 

6/21 Loudon, NH 

6/21 Renfro Valley, KY Racer Productions 

716 Redding, CA Team Dual Dogs 

72 Brightwood, OR N.O.R.A. Inc. 

7/9 Davis, WY Racer Productions 
7127-611 Newberry, MI Cycle Conservation Club 
8/25 Columbus, IN 


Stoney Lonesome Motorcycle Club 
K-T Riders 

Colorado Sportrides 

Racer Productions 

Desert Motorcycle Productions 
Tour и’ Trails Promotions 

Northern Virginia Trail Riders 
Ridge Runners Motorcycle Club 
Enduro Riders Association 
District 57 Dual Sport 





























(818) 290-2209 
(713) 444-1542 
(504) 284-0084 
(614) 797-2413 
(717) 726-3343 
(314) 232-2178 
(818) 701-1915 
(603) 624-4004 
(504) 284-0084 
(818) 701-1913 
(503) 640-8630 
(304) 284-0084 
(517) 782-4567 
(212) 542-150 
(502) 522-6624 
(505) 697-8382 
(304) 284-0084 
(G02) 488-6357 
(818) 890-2209 
(202) 382-6693 
(408) 688-2857 
(957) 256-8365 
(818) 249-2141 








Killer Filter 


If you want the 
best oil filter known 
to man for your bike, 
A-Loop Offroad has 
it. They offer a KP 
Performance stain- 
less steel Micronic 
oil filter, engineered 
to filter out anything 
larger than 35 
microns. The KP fil- 
ter will do that with- 
out a bypass valve, 
meaning it is always filtering your oil, and it 
will also flow more oil faster than a paper 
filter. What’s better, it’s cleanable and 
reusable, so you don’t have to keep replac- 
ing it. Available for Honda, Kawasaki, KTM 
and Rotax four strokes at only $69.95 
each. Call them at (503)791-0035. 


Exciting Concept 

Ed King faxed us a flyer from Exciting Off 
Road Escapes (972-283- 
8815) that sounds real inter- 
esting for the adventurer. 
What they offer is a tour pack- 
age into mainland Mexico, 
and your guide is a pre-pro- 
grammed GPS receiver. For 
$289 you get a Garmin GPS 
preprogrammed with your 
travel route, as well as a quide 
book, maps and information 
on how to get along in 
Mexico. Destinations are 
Batopilos, Creel,  Urique, 
Cusarare Falls, Basaseachi 
Falls, Sinforosa Canyon and 
other locations. If you think 
you can handle yourself well 
enough way down south, this 
may be really interesting. Also, it gives you 
a real neat way to buy that GPS you've 
always wanted! Give them a call for more 
information. 








Peterhansel 
Tops at 
Dakar ‘97 


Stephane 


Peterhansel proved 
once again that he is 
a serious force to be 
reckoned with іп 
international rallying, 
by winning his fifth 
Dakar Rally this 
January.Peterhansel 
took an early lead 
and was never bumped from the top of the 
leaderboard, during a rally that spanned 15 
days and 8,518 kilometers. This year the 
Dakar Rally, previously, and most famously 
known as the "Paris to Dakar" for it's origi- 
nal starting point, started in Dakar and 
crossed the African continent to Agades in 
Niger before returning to Dakar for the fin- 
ish.France's Peterhansel finished the total 
course in 65 hours, 14 minutes, 57 sec- 
onds, beating the second place finisher 
Oscar Gallardo of Spain by two hours and 
55 minutes. Third place went to 
Peterhansel’s teammate David Castera, 
2:56:25 behind, also riding a Yamaha. 

The big news to us is that American 
Jimmy Lewis, Cycle World editor and Trail 
Rider cover boy for the last two months, 
finished fourth overall in his second Dakar 
attempt. Jimmy rarely moved from the top 
four in the opening days of the rally, finally 
winning a stage overall on day 11. He 
geeked a little after that, crashing the next 
day and splitting his fuel cell open, but 
sucked it up and easily held onto fourth 
overall. Jimmy rode a KTM 620, and was 
originally teamed with Danny LaPorte, who 
retired early with an injured shoulder. Pete 
Denison was also on hand as the American 
mechanic, and may supply us some photos 
and a story next month. If you want more 
right now, a great Web site is at 
http://www.dakar.com. О 
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ECEA Hare Scrambles Final Round 


Fall Turkey Challenge 





Hare Scrambles 


Meteor M.C. uncorks a great race in a new area 


Manahawkin, NJ 11/17/96 
By Mark Uth 


М: Motorcycle Club broke new 
ground this past November, staging the 
final round of the ECEA Hare Scrambles 
Series at a huge new track in a previously 
forbidden pit found in Stafford Township, 
New Jersey. No small undertaking, club 
member and ECEA ambassador-at-large 
Lindsay Pirie smoothed the way with various 
local politicians and public servants, land- 
ing what might turn out to be a long term 
relationship for use of this private area. As 
a result of the hoopla associated with the 
new venue, nearly 200 riders and perhaps 
twice as many spectators turned out for the 
event, a two heat card of motorcycle and 
ATV action. 

Billed as a “clash of the titans,” pre-race 
hype centered around an anticipated show 
down between pro-motocrosser Joel 


Dengler and AMA National Enduro series 





Joel Dengler was an early favorite, but a long week- 
end of Arenacrosses left him with little energy for 
the two-hour race. 


title challenger Michael Lafferty. These two 
have been banging bars at select ECEA 
events for several years now, neither show- 
ing the slightest inkling of letting up. A mere 
week prior the scene was MCI’s Stump 
Jumper enduro, Dengler squeaking out 
Grand Championship honors aboard his 
RM125. This week however, things were 
perhaps tilted in Lafferty’s favor. Open sec- 
tions of the course no doubt favored the 
additional horsepower offered by Lafferty’s 
250 KTM. Additionally, Dengler’s busy 


10 Trail Rider 





schedule had him racing the National 
Arenacross event held іп nearby 
Philadelphia the Friday and Saturday nights 
prior to the hare scrambles. Staying power 
in the two hour hare scrambles heat could 
be tough. 

Beautiful fall weather prevailed for the 
day, with cool a.m. temperatures that rose 
into the mid 50s. A cloudless blue sky and 
brilliant sunny afternoon made for perfect 
riding or spectating. The two heat event 
gave ATV’s the first crack at the course, а 
90 minute moto that began at ten o'clock. 
Later, the motorcycle main event would 
start at noon. Both ATV and motorcycle 
courses ran much of the same trail, except 
for several additional loops of tight trail 
thrown in for motorcyclists. Meteor’s course 
offered something for everyone. Varying 
conditions had riders dipping in and out of 
the woods, with intermittent MX track sec- 
tions ribboned into the pit, jumps and hill- 
climbs. Soil conditions included hardpack 
South Jersey adobe, loose sugar sand the 
consistency of talcum power and mud holes 
of black goo and slick clay. Smooth at the 
onset, softer trail sections became more 
whooped as the race wore on. Some of the 
more challenging obstacles were found in 
the pit as nasty piles of old refuse and 
debris, overgrown with light vegetation, 
formed sharp, abrupt bumps, turns and 
ruts. 

The start was held in a large, mostly flat, 
sandy basin adjacent to the pits. It was a 





We're nice guys; we're not going to name this well- 
known ECEA rider...but it's such a great photo. To 
make sure we got it right, he did this twice! 





Mike Lafferty looked comfortable in the second spot 
for a couple of laps, but when Dengler faded Michael 
took control of the lead for the rest of the race. 


cool starting area, reminiscent of desert 
races, with a wide line of starters lined 
abreast by class. At the gun, there was a 
near 200 yard bomb run to the first turn, a 
wide sandy 180 degree left hander. In the 
motorcycle heat, the deep soft sand of the 
basin had riders sporting worn knobbies 
digging holes, failing to gain any forward 
momentum. Nearly right off the git-go, 
Lafferty and Dengler assumed the front run- 
ner status. 

About a mile into the course, a tricky, 
innocent looking high speed mud section 
caught many riders unaware, resulting in 
multiple headers. Several notable riders 
including Jack Lafferty, Sr. and Enduro 
Expert’s Ron Lucas (points for repeated 
efforts) were observed taking unintended 
trips over the bars. Mike Lafferty led early 
on in the race, but was passed by Joel dur- 
ing the second lap. Mike returned the favor 
before the close of the third lap, passing 
Dengler for the lead which he wouldn't relin- 
quish for the rest of the day. This seeding 
remained in effect for several laps there- 
after, Mike maintaining a varying lead of sec- 
onds, with no other racers assuming the 
pace required to reel the two front runners 
in. It was a relentless course, giving riders 
little opportunity to rest, that took its toll on 
many entrants. In a surprise move near the 
end of the two hour heat, Joel pulled into 
the pits to stay, dropping out while still hold- 
ing the number two slot. Mike Lafferty sol- 
diered on and completed eight laps to 
notch the Overall win, the only rider to do 
SO. 






Mer laid out a really interesting course in and 
around the old sand pit, using six miles of survey- 
or's ribbon to line the track. 


Lee Rostien, Jr. pressed his YZ125 for 
seven hard laps and finished in the second 
overall slot, first in the A light class. 
Likewise, Mike Bradway piloted a Yamaha 
250 for seven laps to fill the final podium 
space, finishing third overall and first within 


HONDA DIRT RIDERS! 
ENJOY THE SAME BENEFITS 
YOU RECEIVE IN OUR 
CONCORD STORE, 

FOR ALL YOUR 

HONDA NEEDS! 


SPECIAL NETRA BIKE PRICES! 
1996 XR400 $4499 

1997 CR125 AVAILABLE! CALL! 

1997 CR250 AVAILABLE! CALL! 


HUGE ACCESSORY SHOWROOM 
SPECIAL NETRA PRICING 


HOHDA-SU2UKHIcr LACONIA 


533 State Route 3 
Belmont, NH 03220 ; 


(603)524-6636 


Discounts 
on all parts 


@HONDA 


UPS Service 
Come ride with us. 





Meteor Fall HS Results 
Class Results 

Mike Lafferty KTM 
Grand Champion 

A 0-200cc 

1. Lee Rostien, Jr. 

2. Dean Spencer 

3. Ron Lucas 
A250-Open 

1. Mike Bradway 

2. Richard Lafferty 

3. Shawn Ulikowski 

4. Bill Atkinson 


2. Tom Britton 

A Veteran 

1. Phil Carlin 

2. Burce Simmermann 
3. Glenn Scherer 

4. Todd Reder 

5. Dave Gunn 

A Senior 

1. Albert Lewis 

2. Terry Tucker 

A Super Senior 

1. Scott Wolfersberger 
2. Jack Lafferty 


3. Rocco Spano 
B 0-200cc 
1. Tom Ulikowski 


5. Rick Claxton 
A Four Stroke 
1. Lewis Smith, Jr. 


the A Heavy class. In B class action, open 
class rider Wayne King was the tops, finish- 
ing fifteenth overall, and the only B rider to 
complete seven laps. B class runner-ups 
were David Hurley and Tom Ulikowski who 
each completed six laps, seeding eigh- 
teenth and nineteenth overall, respectively. 
Novice class rider William Hess was the top 
C class finisher, with a six lap ride. In the 
earlier ATV heat, George Wolf posted top 
honors, completing six laps on the ATV 
course aboard his Honda. ATV two stroke 
class rivals Khris Butter and Sal Cisimano 
filled the second and third ATV overall posi- 
tions, while Frank Anastasio posted the best 
finish within the ATV thumper class and 
earned fourth overall honors. 

The club tallied and posted results in the 
timely continuous scoring method, trophies 
and prizes were handed out accordingly. 
While seemingly hectic at times, the entire 
event came off without a hitch, a tall order 
when breaking in a new riding area. Hats off 






FRONT TIRE 





REAR TIRE 
110/100/18 


W/ WINTER STUDS 


W/ DOUBLE WINTER STUDS 


110/100/19 





W/ WINTER STUDS 


W/ DOUBLE WINTER STUDS 






21" TRELLEBORG 244 


WINTER FRICTION W/ WINTER STUDS 


BRIDGESTONE M-60 
BRIDGESTONE M-58 


BRIDGESTONE M-60 
BRIDGESTONE M-58 


OTHER MODELS & SIZES AVAILABLE. CALL FOR MORE INFO 


412.824.8889 


(AE DEALER INQUIRES INVITED 


4. Chris Wyckoff 
5. Joe Newman 

B Senior 

1. Lee Rostien 

2. Chris Fahan 

3. Anthony Rauseo 
4. Charles Autenrieth 
B Super Senior 

1. David Verdetto 
C Class 

1. Bill Hess 

2. Lance Thomson 
3. Mike Daddio 

4. Chris Vecchione 
5. Jeff Brown 


2. Nick Sotiropoulos 
3. Ed Mainiero 

4. Craig Copeland 
5. Andrew Simboli 
B 250-Open 

1. R. Wayne King 
2. Chuck Rostien 
3. Dan Sharpless 
4. Sam Verdetto 
5. Mike Kilduff 

B Four Stroke 

1. Frank Lillo 

B Veteran 

1. Dave Hurley 

2. Karl Baumann 
3. Robert Howard 





to the Meteor crew. Talking with Lindsay 
afterward, it seems that things are looking 
up with respect to negotiations for a contin- 
uous presence in the area, long a sore point 
with riders from Ocean County. Most note- 
worthy, the $5 gate fee admission was 
donated to Stafford Township PBA Holiday 
Fund which in turn benefits charities like 
Toys-for-Tots, provides holiday meals for 
the elderly and disadvantaged, and other 
worthy causes. АП told, more than $1500 
was donated to the fund. Word has it that 
the people from NJORVP, Inc., the pro- 
active group that secured the Chatsworth Pit 
area for responsible off-road recreational 
use, are in similar negotiations to obtain 
rights for use of that same tract of land used 
for the day's hare scrambles. Should this 
come to fruition, it'll no doubt be another 
coup in the fight for continued land access. 
In the mean time, however, Pirie implores 
riders to stay out of the area to avoid upset- 
ting delicate negotiations. О 


ONLY $140.00 








ONLY $145.00 
SZ $165.00 







ONLY $149.00 
$169.00 
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Dual Sporting an XR250 








Road Legal XR 


Riding the new XR250, and making it street legal for a new rider 


by Mark Jenks 


epending on where you live, you have a 

big choice in machines if you want a 
dual sport bike. Fortunately, in 
Massachusetts, where І live, you can take a 
reasonable bike—like a quiet four-stroke— 
and attach all the legal hardware and get it 
approved for licensing. I have been riding a 
KTM 620 RXC for a couple of years and real- 
ly like the bike, but I wanted to get some- 
thing for my wife Cathy to ride. It had to be 
non-threatening and easy to handle, since 
she's never ridden off-road before, and it 
also had to be a four-stroke, since I can't 
stand sucking two-stroke fumes. 

The choices seemed vast, at first. 1 would 
love to have her ride another KTM, but the 
400RXC is a big bike, and a little too heavy 
and finicky for Cathy. Since I work at a 
Honda dealer, the next choice was a Honda 
XR250L, but I wasn't all that impressed with 
the bike. The XR250L is easily mellow 
enough for her, but with the street-legal “L” 
model, you also get a lot of extra weight I 
didn't think she needed. When Honda 
announced special dealer prices on remain- 
ing ‘96 XR250s in stock, it was a natural 
choice. I decided to go with an XR250R, 
and install a Baja Designs dual sport kit on 
the bike, and then take it through the state 
licensing procedure. Of course, before we 
installed the kit, we had to take the bike out 
for a test ride. 

The Stock XR250 

The '96 XR, which is identical to the '97 
except for graphics, is much different and a 
huge improvement on the earlier XR. Honda 
changed the frame and suspension of the 





Cathy on the XR. She's been a bicycle racer, killer 
downhiller...can enduro champion be next? 


Trail Rider 





XR250, and also pulled a little more horse- 
power out of the 250 engine. The XR250 is 
never going to be a fire breather, unless you 
spend plenty of money on porting and a big- 
bore kit, but the '96 model runs quite a bit 
healthier than the '95 and earlier. There is 
more power throughout the range—better 
bottom end, more mid, and it feels like a lit- 
tle more on top as well. To an experienced 
rider this just makes the XR more fun to 
ride, and more competitive if you're 
going to use it for enduro riding. The 
bike doesn't run out of steam quite so 
easily, going up hills, and it's a lot pep- 
pier in the flats. 

The new suspension is also much 
more aggressive, although some people f 
may be put off by the new bike's higher 
seat height. It surprised me. I’m built 
low to the around, and have fairly short 
legs, and I was teetering on the bike (the 
RXC I ride has been lowered three inch- 





The Baja Designs kit is all perfectly worked out, right 
down to the wiring harness. 


es) Fortunately Cathy is tall and long- 
legged, and the XR worked out to be just 
the right height for her. 

The suspension on both ends is soft in the 
initial stroke, and feels really good for slow 
riding in our rocky terrain. 
However, people who are 
going to race the XR 
should seriously think 
about buying the services 
of a suspension tuner. 
When you push the XR 
hard through the woods, 
the suspension moves 
through the initial part of # 
the stroke too quickly, and 
then you're depending on 
the harsher part of the 
spring to keep you from 
bottoming. For competi- # 
tion, the XR is going to 1$ 
need a change in damping $ 
as well as maybe springs Ё 
in the front, depending on 
your weight. But all the 
tuners around here are 
familiar with the Honda 
suspension components, 
and if I ever choose to do 
so it’s an easy thing to fix. 


The stock XR. Honda did a great job of updating this 


Object of desire: A completely legal tag 
and state inspection—and it wasn't hard. 


All it takes is money! 

The stock bike handles really well, though. 
The XR is a quick turner in the woods, and 
the front end gets a good grip on the slip- 
pery rocks we have in abundance around 
here. It seems like as soon as summer was 
over it started raining, and it hasn’t stopped 
yet, so we’ve been getting some fine mud 
testing on the bike. Slippery terrain doesn’t 






















basic package—it's not just a beginner's bike. 





— 
- „аай 
BD has worked out the best locations for all the 
electrical parts; you don’t even have to think. 


faze it, even with a begin- 
ner rider aboard. The com- 
bination of a good han- 
dling chassis and mellow, 
controllable four-stroke 
power makes the bike not 
even care what conditions 
are like. Sloppy as it is, the 
„ XR just buzzes through the 
= woods, and although thick 
mud overwhelms the 
stock tires occasionally, 
the XR is definitely easy to 
ride, and fun. 

In the worst of condi- 
tions the brakes work 
great, and the bike starts 
and runs without a fight. It 
feels like the XR is part 
submarine, and although 
we haven't abused it 
through deep water it still 
hasn't sucked any water 


through the air filter. After a little time on 
the bike I can see why Honda has sold thou- 
sands of the XR250. You might have to 
work on it to make it truly competitive, but 
for plain old play riding the XR—especially 
this new XR, with the ‘96 chassis—seems 
impossible to beat. 
Installing the BD Kit 

With the break-in out of the way, and the 
Baja Designs kit sitting in a box in the shop, 
it was time to do the conversion. The way 
you do this is to call Baja Designs and tell 
them what you want to convert, where you 
live, and how far you really want to go. They 
already know what it takes to meet street 
legal requirements in your state, and what 
specific parts you need will determine how 
much your kit costs. Essentially, every Baja 
Designs kit is custom built for each cus- 
tomer or bike, and you can get a kit with 
just the wiring harness and assorted electri- 
cal gear without 
the headlight, B 
taillight, and f 
turn signals, if 
you already 
have lighting for 
the bike that | 
you know will 
be legal. The 
lighting kits that 
BD sells are all 
DOT-approved 
parts, so you B 
know you won't ; 
get busted by 
the inspectors. 

The heart of 
the BD kit is the 


ж 


The finished BD/XR, waiting for the rain 


Each machine has a 
specially-built wiring 
harness made to fit 
the Baja Designs parts 
perfectly, with all the 
parts installed in loca- 
tions that make sense 
and create the least 
impact on your bike. 
Once you crack open 
the bags апа start 
reading the direc- 
tions, and then begin 
to lay out the BD 
wiring harness on 
your frame, you'll 
know that not only is 
this kit inexpensive, it 
starts to seem like a 
real bargain! If you 


had to go through the 





S eS S SI 
to stop. Everything 


wiring harness. /n the kit fit just right, worked on the first try. 


CALL 


1-800-923-1717 


Sales, and Service 


The New '97 KTM 125/250/300/360 E/XC's come with these 


GNCC and Hare Scrambles Championship-winning 
features: New 50mm KTM Magnum Fork * New Gull 


Wing Triple Clamps • KTM/Krizman" Works 
Aluminum Silencer/Spark Arrestor * Plated 
Pipe * Improved Cylinder and Head Castings 
* Ohlins Type ЗА Works Shock • New Wider 
Cross-Section Box Swingarm * Kokusan 
Digital Ignition * 7071 Aluminum 
Handlebars. See the New '97 KTM 

[n E/XC at your local 

E KTM dealer. 

жил 











Street Savvy, or The Art of Being Legal 


by Alan Roach, of Baja Designs 


Bars able to ride your dirt bike on the street may seem like an 
impossible dream, but for many parts of the country, with a little 
time, money, and effort, that dream can be a reality. Being street legal 
gives one the advantage of being able to jump on their bike and go trail 
riding without having to load it in the back of the truck first. You can leave 
the trail and head into town for gas and grub, and head back out on the 
trail to the next town. Baja Designs has helped thousands of people all 
over the country license their dirt bikes to give them the Dual Sport 
advantage without crippling their bike’s performance off-road. 

Vehicle registration procedures vary from state to state, as do equip- 
ment requirements, but most states will allow conversion to street legal 
status via the Reconstructed Vehicle Title process. This process was creat- 
ed to allow people to license for the street vehicles of their own creation. 
To be able to license these vehicles, however, they must meet state vehi- 
cle code standards for lighting and equipment. 

In most states, the process for licensing a dirt bike requires that you 
apply for a title for registering the vehicle and have it inspected for com- 
pliance with state vehicle codes. Upon passing the inspection and submit- 
ting the inspection paperwork to the DMV, the motor vehicle department 
will issue a plate and registration for the bike based on the new title. 

Some states, however when reviewing the bike’s vehicle identification 
number (VIN) will refuse to issue a reconstructed vehicle title because 
their records show that this vehicle is designated as an off-highway vehicle 
in the manufacturer’s statement of origin. This is a bureaucratic roadblock 
that in some states is very difficult to side step. The funny thing is, if the 
bike had a custom frame without a VIN, the same vehicle would be regis- 
terable as a reconstructed vehicle (go figure!). Some states, however, will 
allow you to re-title a bike that you could not otherwise, by titling it first in 
another state and transferring that title into your current resident state. 
New Jersey, for example, will not issue you a title for your dirt bike. You 
can, however, register and/or title a bike in Vermont, which will register 
motorcycles anywhere (call 802-828-2000), and then you can use this reg- 
istration to apply for a New Jersey title. States in which we have experi- 
enced difficulty navigating around this bureaucratic road block include 
lowa, Wisconsin, Washington, Florida and Alaska. Nearly all the rest of the 
states including California and New York (a few states we have no experi- 
ence or paperwork for), will allow conversions under the reconstructed 
vehicle process. 

Once you have a title, however, you are not home free. You must have 
the vehicle inspected for compliance with state vehicle codes before a 


Cylinders bored while you wait 


XR400 & XR250 HEADQUARTERS! 


Come See The New '97 Models 
Great Prices on Leftover '96 RMX250 


EXTRA LARGE PARTS INVENTORY 
UPS SHIPPING DAILY 


NOUS 


$ SUZUKI. 


Financing Available for Used and New! 


d 


M 
HORDA 


We're Open: 
Weekly 9 a.m. -- 8 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 


Route 28, Junct. of 106 
West Bridgewater Center, MA 
(508)587-1701 
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license will be issued for the vehicle. This inspection is done by 
various licensed agencies in your state; sometimes its an official 
inspection station, sometimes a garage, in some states the inspec- 
tions are done by motorcycle dealers. 

Equipment requirements vary from state to state and are delin- 
eated in the states vehicle code. Every state requires the federal 
minimum equipment: a headlight with a high/low beam, and indica- 
tor light visible to the operator to show when high beam is on, a 
horn, a battery powered taillight and brake light which must oper- 
ate for 15 minutes on battery power alone (some states are very lax 
on the previous requirement) and a rearview mirror (Alaska, 
Maryland, Oklahoma, Washington and Nevada require left and right 
side mirrors). 

Our records show that Delaware, Nevada, New Hampshire, 
California, Kansas, Oregon and New York require turnsignals. 

Speedometers are required in the District of Columbia, 
Mississippi, New York, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, lowa, Maryland, 
New Hampshire, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. Utah 
has an odometer requirement only. States not mentioned have no 
speedometer or odometer requirements. 

Most standard dirt bikes meet the varying state requirements for 
brakes, handlebar height, and other features. Check the vehicle 
code for your state regarding its individual peculiarities. Tires and 
lights should have some indication that they are DOT approved. 

By supplying the required lighting equipment, Baja Designs gives 
you a clean and reliable way of meeting the state standards without 
adding a lot of heft to the bike. Depending on your state, additional 
equipment such as tires and a speedo may be required, but they 
can be added easily. 

But will my bike be truly legal? What about steel gas tanks, 
emissions equipment, mufflers, neutral indicator lights, side reflec- 
tors, etc.? These are common questions. Under federal law, motor- 
cycles manufactured for sale in the United States for use on the 
street have to meet certain safety, equipment and emission stan- 
dards. Manufacturers must meet these regulations to be able to 
have their dealers sell them for street use. As a private party, how- 
ever, you do not have to meet federal standards when converting 
your off-road motorcycle for street use. It is your responsibility to 
meet the state vehicle code standards dictated by the highway 
patrol and the department of motor vehicles for the state in which 
you are licensing it. Most state vehicle codes have no requirements 
for such things as steel gas tanks or emissions equipment for 
motorcycles. Mufflers must be of reasonable sound output, and the 
vehicle has to conform to certain lighting and equipment standards, 





With an aggressive rider aboard the XR will need 
suspension work, but it still responds well. 


trouble of making your own 
wiring harness and planning 
out where everything went, 
how to wire it, and how to 
actually make it all work, 
you'd be spending a fortune 
in brain power and money 
by the time you were done. 

And, there's a number of 
things in the kit that you 
probably don't even know 
about. For example, the 
heart of the electrical sys- 
tem is a thing called a recti- 
fier, in BD's case it's also 


changes the AC voltage of 
your bike's alternator into DC 
voltage. Did you know that 
you have to have DC voltage 
to run a turn signal flasher 
and a horn? Also, you can't 


і charge a battery, which is a 


DC device, with AC power. It 
doesn't work. The voltage 
regulator keeps the rectified 
voltage down to the proper 
level, so that the lights don't 
burn out and the battery 
doesn't over charge. So if you 
were building your own kit 


| you'd have to find a rectifier 


that worked, and a voltage 
regulator, and figure out how 
to wire them all in yourself. 


= On the kit, it's just a matter 


of plugging in wires. 

In addition, the standard kit 
comes with a battery, since 
most states require some 


sort of battery in the system to make the 
lights work when the engine is off. BD uses 
a nine-ounce NiCad battery, so weight is not 
a problem and you don't have battery acid 
dripping all over everything. There are also 
DOT approved turn signals that will install in 
the proper spots and with the legal spacing 
required in most states (those flush-mount 
turn signals you've seen aren't DOT legal). 
Both the headlight and taillight are DOT 
approved, and they represent a lot of the 
cost of the kit, since the headlight is an 
Acerbis HP quartz halogen unit that is super 
bright and very high quality. There is also a 


combined with a voltage left-side handlebar multi-switch, to work 


but that's it. Under current laws, you are perfectly legal. regulator The rectifier headlight, horn and turn signals, a rocker- 
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style ignition/power switch with a built-in 
high beam indicator, and one or two brake 
light switches, depending on what your 
state requires. My kit came with only a rear 
brake light switch, because BD wasn't sure 
if a front brake light switch was required in 
Massachusetts, which it is. A quick phone 
call got the parts on the way. It may be help- 
ful if you know exactly what your state 
requires when you sit down to order the kit, 
just to make sure you get what you need. 

Installation was a simple matter of remov- 
ing the seat and tank, as well as the stock 
headlight and taillight, and then opening up 
the instruction manual and getting to work. 
You're not going to be able to do this in a 
couple of hours, unless you want to do a 
real sloppy job of it. I spent a whole day off 
carefully running the wires and mounting 
the parts, and finished the job late in the 
afternoon. If you only have a couple of 
hours to spend at a time, you'd best sched- 
ule at least three or four days working at it. 
It'S not that any one thing in the kit is diffi- 
cult to do, but you're learning as you go 
along, and it's just going to take time. The 
best part is the instructions. Baja Designs 
leaves nothing to chance, and tells you 
where to run the wiring harness, which 
wires to connect, what effect all this will 
have on your bike and where to mount all 
the parts. It is the most amazing set of 
instructions I’ve ever followed, and made 
installation simple. When I was done every- 
thing worked as described, and the bike 
was now fully legal and ready for inspection. 

The kit cost me $442, including the front 
brake light switch. In addition, | bought a 
cool pivoting mirror BD sells ($20), along 
with a special mirror mount for the handle- 
bars ($15). 

Massachusetts doesn’t require а 
speedometer, but I wanted to put one on 
the bike anyhow, so Cathy could know how 
fast she was going on the street. For this 1 
used an OEM Honda unit that came on the 
‘84 XRs, that has a resettable trip meter and 
an analog speedometer. I got it through the 
dealership, but Baja Designs also sells it in 
the catalog for $144 (nothing you can do, 
speedometers are expensive!). 

Finally, if you're still not convinced that 
the Baja kit is worth the money, I have to 
admit I was skeptical as well. But, being a 
mechanic with years of experience on 
European bikes, as well as Hondas, I have 
to say that the Baja Designs wiring harness 
is better quality and makes more electrical 
sense than many stock dual sport bikes I’ve 
worked on. You can tell that BD spent a lot 
of time working out their kits to be the sim- 
plest, lightest, most electrically-logical way 
to get the job done, and as a mechanic I 
can respect that. To someone who works on 
bikes all the time, a BD kit is worth it; if you 
haven't done this sort of thing before, the 
kit is an absolute bargain. 

So what do we have? In the end, we fin- 
ished with a street legal XR250; a great trail 
bike for a beginner, and also able to be 
used for a commuter rig or casual around- 
town transportation without hassles from 
the law. I'd do it again in a minute, and rec- 
ommend this XR/Baja Designs combination 
to anyone seriously considering a dual sport 
ride this year. Where to get it: Contact Baja 
Designs at 11588 Sorrento Valley Road, 
Suite 19, San Diego CA 92121; phone 
(619)792-0215, e-mail bajades@bajade- 
signs.com. О 
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Peek at the Future 





Prototype Yamaha 


Will ‘97 finally be the year of the serious four-stroke? 


ast year the California Air Resources 

Board (CARB) reminded everyone that 
they planned to ban the green sticker regis- 
tration status of two-cycle off-road motorcy- 
cles, starting this year. We weren't sur- 
prised, since CARB has been working on 
drafting this regulation for at least the last 
ten years. We were a little surprised at the 
violent reaction of a large part of the motor- 
cycle community—hadn't they been listen- 
ing to CARB and all the anti-pollution hacks 
all these years? Well, that’s a subject for 
another story. Right now, on this page we 
have a quick look at what the motorcycle 
business might be making available for sale 
if two-strokes are really relegated to the 
pages of history. 

What you see here is the Yamaha OWH2, 
or what is sometimes referred to as the 
YZM4OOF. This is a one-off, experimental 
motocross machine that Yamaha plans to 
contest the AMA 250 National MX and 
Supercross races with (they can do that 
because a new AMA “one-off” rules allows 
manufacturers to enter prototype four- 
strokes of up to 540cc in the 250cc races). 
It is genuinely hand-made—all that exists is 





this one bike and a truck load of expensive 
experimental parts to maintain it. We were 
told by our contacts at Yamaha that the 
specifications are somewhat secret and 
constantly changing, so they couldn't tell us 
exactly what the YZM was made of. "Right 
now, it's a 400cc four-speed that our dyno 
claims can produce 50 horsepower, but that 
won't remain the same." we were told. 
"Next week it might be a 550, or a 560, or 
580, or 500, it all depends on what the 
engineers are experimenting with at the 
time." 

You can pick up a few details studying the 
picture, though. Obviously, the engine 
cases are all CNC machined, and they cer- 
tainly are handsome. The lightest-colored 
band on the engine is the cylinder—all the 


16 Trail Rider 


rest above it is 
cylinder 
head—so you 
can see that it 
is an extreme- 
ly short-stroke 
engine design, 
meaning that 
it must rev to 
the moon. 
Since Yamaha 
is trying to 
make this 
bike competi- 
tive with the 
best 250cc 
two-stroke rac- 
ers, high revs 
would defi- 
nitely be a 
plus. Yamaha 
did tell us that 
this current engine is a five valve design, 
with two exhaust valves and three intakes. 
That's a Keihin road race carburetor feeding 
fuel into it, and the silver button towards 
the front of it on the left side is probably a 

hot-start but- 


ton. The bike 
is covered 
with hand- 


made bits and 
Pieces, 
including the 
aluminum 
fuel tank, that 
beautiful 
pipe—with 
the carbon 
fiber/Kevlar 
composite 
muffler—and 
according to 
our source 
the entire 
frame is hand 
fi a d ё, 
although only 
the subframe 
is titanium. 

If the OWH2 was suddenly rolled under 
your nose, you'd likely not notice it. "When 
we rolled it down the hall here, nobody 
even looked twice." said our Yamaha con- 
tact. "It looks so much like a YZ, we have to 
ask people to look again in order to get 
them to notice it.” We'd doubt you'd get the 
same reaction if you fired it up, though! 

The first official east coast race for this 
bike will be the Gainesville MX on March 2, 
and it will be piloted this year by Doug 
Henry. Actually, the OWH2 was a source of 
real friction during Doug's contract negotia- 
tions, since he was not pleased with the 
prospect of giving up the MX nationals 
championship to spend a season develop- 
ing a new machine. How competitive do you 
think a thumper can be in a U.S. race? 





Henry will find out this year. According to 
the latest reports, once Doug got a chance 
to ride the bike he was very pleased with it. 
“It’s an unusual bike, for me," said Doug, 
^but I think it's going to be fun to get out 
there and race it. When I tested it, it felt 
kind of light, but four-strokes are different 
machines. It has that four-stroke feel to it, 
but it goes just as fast, once you're used to 
it, and the bike handles really well. It really 
goes good, and I'm excited about it." Just in 
case you don't follow motocross closely, 
Doug is a resident of Oxford, Connecticut, 
which makes him a neighbor of a lot of you 
readers. Maybe you'l see him at the 
Thomaston Dam hare scrambles again this 
year...on a thumper! 

Still, it’s not the racing we're interested in, 
it’s the machine. Yamaha came up with a 
set of fun four-strokes way back in the early 
‘80s, the TT3550 and TT250, but since then 
haven't done a thing to bring them up to 
modern code. They desperately need a 
good line of four-stroke machines to com- 
pete with Honda's XRs, Kawasaki's KLX, and 
the emerging thumpers from Europe, 
including the Husaberg, KTM, апа 
Husky/Ducati machines. In the “trickle- 
down" path of most motorcycle technology, 
having Doug Henry ride this bike on the MX 
tracks is only going to make things more fun 
for us in the future. We only had two ques- 
tions to put to Yamaha, after we saw the 
photos: When do we get to ride it?, and 
when are we going to see one with a head- 
light on it? 

They said they'd get back to иѕ.... O 
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Enduro Tech 





ADVANCED TIMEKEEPING 





This is where enduros turn into the “thinking person’s game” 


by Paul Clipper 


hen we left you last month, you were 

riding an enduro with a basic roll chart, 
a clock and an odometer. You know how to 
make a roll chart (or how to buy a Jart 
Chart), and you know that the object is to 
match the roll chart to your odometer 
and clock. Knowing that a little bit of J 
knowledge is a dangerous thing, you've | 
probably already realized that there's a 
lot more to it than this. Certainly, if it 
wasn't the dead of winter and you'd had 
a chance to actually ride an enduro after 
our little lesson last month, you'd still 
feel in the dark about a lot of things. This 
month we'll get into all those things, 


hopefully, and open up the darker cor- | | 


ners of the art of timekeeping. 
Check-Ins, Check-Outs 

You've heard enduro riders talk about 
going through the “check-in;” or losing 
points at the “check-out.” If you’re new to 
this game, two questions are going to 
come up when you here such things. 
First is, “What are they talking about?” 

Basically, a check-in is a checkpoint 
along the course that “checks you into” a 
tough section; a section where the club 
expects you to lose points. If you’re rid- 
ing well, on top of your game, and noth- 
ing has gone wrong yet during the run, 


you'll be riding on time at some point JA 


right after you leave the start. АП four of 


the riders on your minute will be bunched- Your basic checkpoint. Bet most NETRA riders know this event. 


up together, at least somewhat, and you'll 
be riding along at something short of a rac- 
ing pace. If the guy leading your minute 
knows what he's doing, he'll be constantly 
checking his mileage and time, and varying 
his speed by the minute to keep his roll 
chart matched to his instruments. If you 
watch your instruments, you may notice 
that he's riding exactly according to the 
numbers on his roll chart—what we call 
“staying on top of his minute," or riding 
exactly on time—or even riding early by a 
few seconds. He will appear agitated and be 
nervously looking ahead every time he can 
see a distance in front of him, and if you ask 
he'll say he’s looking for the “check-in.” 
Through experience, he knows there will 
be a check coming up, and that check will 
take your time going into the first “section” 
of the enduro, where the club will try to take 
points. He’s done his math up to this point. 
The starting line at the enduro was also a 
check, but it is known as a “start control” or 
possibly a “known control,” and in an AMA 
enduro he knows there couldn’t be a check 
for three miles. So you have ridden the first 
three miles of the run, and he’s looking for 
the next check, which, at the 24 mph our 
sample enduro calls for in that section, 
could be located on any minute, spaced 
every four tenths of a mile on the course, at 
least until the next speed change. Your roll 
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chart is written out as four tenths of a mile 
every minute; what he’s looking for is the 
next point on the roll chart where the num- 
bers line up, and he knows there can be a 
check there. He’s looking for the next “pos- 
sible” check. 

When the check-in finally comes up, your 
lead rider will rush into the check right on 





the top of his minute—maybe just a few 
seconds past what your roll chart says is 
right on time, to make sure he doesn’t 
come into the check early—and as soon as 
his card is marked he will be gone. You 
should do the same. You’ve just been 
“checked-into” a section, and anything can 
happen. Watch your timekeeping gear, and 
if you start falling behind while the terrain 
keeps getting tougher, well, now’s the time 
to forget about timekeeping and go as hard 
and as fast as you can. When you finally 
come to the next check it will most likely be 
a “check-out,” meaning that the club now 
checks you out of the tough section. A 
check-out might be followed by a reset, or 
by easy riding, to allow you to get back on 
time before the next check-in. 

Right now, let’s assume that the next 
check is a check-out. In reality, it doesn’t 
have to be. It could be one in a series of 
“back-to-back” checks figured into the 
course to take away massive amounts of 
points. When the checks are back to back, 
there’s no way to get back on time. This is 
very damaging to the scorecard and the 
soul, and the club knows this! 

Anyhow, the way you stay abreast of this 
check-in, check-out thing is to read the 
rules, just like we said last month, and 
know where it’s legal for the checks to be. 
AMA rules are easy. Checks can’t be any 


closer than three miles. So when you're 
three miles out from the start control the 
next “possible” check location is just that, 
the next place a check can be; which at 24 
mph is 3.2 miles or eight minutes into the 
ride. Because of the rule, when you go 
through the check-in you know for sure that 
the section is going to be at least three 
miles long—by the roll chart—because 
the next check can’t be any closer than 
three miles. So for 2.9 miles you have 
nothing to lose by going as fast as you 
can; and, if you feel like you might be 
staying at the current average speed or 
even exceeding it, you should pause and 
check your instruments 2.9 miles out 
from that check-in and confirm whether 
* you're late or early before you go wailing 
| into the possible check location. 

As an aside, let me add here that under 
New England's "Brand-X" rules (formally 
known as New England Interval Rules) 
there is no three-mile rule. Checks can 
be located anywhere on the course on a 
whole minute and a whole tenth, but no 
farther than 40 miles apart. We'll get into 
Brand-X techniques later. 

Riding Possibles 

The other term you hear bandied about 
s "riding possibles." This is a technique 
advanced riders use that only works if 
you have the ability to ride faster than 
the prescribed average speed in any sec- 
tion. The way you "ride possibles" is to 
qo as fast as you can in-between the pos- 

sible check locations, so that every time 
you approach a possible you're riding way 
early, and you slow down and very carefully 
approach the possible check location. You 
can imagine that this would be a very ner- 
vous and jerky thing to do at 24 mph, or 18 
mph, which translate to .4 per minute and 
.5 per minute, respectively. However, if the 
club hands you an oddball section average 
like 21 mph (.7 every two minutes) or 16 
mph (.8 every three), riding possibles is a 
very effective technique, and it adds a lot of 
fun to the day's riding. Rather than poking 
along worrying about a possible every 
minute, you can ride like a knucklehead for 
two and a half minutes and then slow down, 
concentrate on your timekeeping, and care- 
fully ease your way into the possible check 
location. If there's a check there, you can 
hit it on the top of your minute and blast 
into the next section; if there is no check, 
you still blast off and ride hard towards the 
next possible. 

Now most riders, even good riders, will 
take a speed like 24 mph and cruise along 
at a pace that allows them to hit each pos- 
sible at the top of their minute without vary- 
ing speed too much along the way (this is 
assuming that the terrain is open enough to 
allow you to keep up at 24 mph). The trou- 
ble is, whenever you keep up a steady pace 
like this it’s pretty easy to let your mind 
wander—especially if you're not leading the 


minute—and the chances are you'll forget 
completely about what you’re supposed to 
be attending to—like what the mileage is, 
what the mileage of the next possible is, 
what minute you're in. As soon as these 
three necessary numbers leave your brain 
you are trail riding, you are not enduro rid- 
ing. If something tricky comes up, like a 
short difficult section, or a speed change 
you forget to pay attention to, or a mileage 
marker that disagrees with your odometer, 
you are going to be sleeping. 

Instead, you'll see a really sharp, winning 
enduro rider vary his speed tremendously 
even at 24 mph. He'll creep into the possi- 
bles, and then floor it hard between them; 
he'll be riding possibles. Doing this forces 
you to concentrate on your mileage, the 
time, and where you are in the enduro, and 
it’s a very worthwhile skill to develop. 

Types of Checkpoints 

This kind of information is in the rules, but 
we'll go over it briefly here. 

Secret checks: Normal checkpoint, could 
be at any legal point in the ride. If you're 
early you lose two points for the first minute 
and five points for each additional minute, 
and if you're late you lose one point per 
minute. 

Emergency or Tiebreaker checks: Same 
basic scoring and rules as the secret check, 
but at a tiebreaker check you are scored to 
the second. The perfect arrival time at a 
checkpoint is 50 seconds into the minute 
you are supposed to arrive. So if your roll 
chart says "4.4 at :11” your perfect arrival 
time to a tiebreaker check at that location 
would be 11 minutes and 50 seconds; 
which we will write as 11:50 (remember, 
there's no such thing as hours). You lose 
emergency points, or tiebreaker points, for 
however many seconds you miss 11:50 by. 
Say, if you arrive at 11:45 you lose 15 
tiebreaker points; you'd lose the same 
amount of points if you arrived at 11:15. It 
gets confusing if you're much later, because 
now you're accumulating seconds in addi- 
tion to and separate from your regular 
points. For example, if you arrive at 12:15 
you lose one point for being a minute late 
(you're "into your second minute”) plus 45 
tiebreaker points (counted from 11:50). Get 
it? 

Known control: A known control is 
always identified as such on the route 
sheet. You know where it is in advance. 
You'll lose one point for each minute late, 
but you are allowed to arrive up to 15 min- 
utes early without penalty, five minutes 
early under Brand-X rules. You are also 
penalized two points for each minute for an 
early departure from a known control, 
although most clubs only use known con- 
trols for the finish or the finish of a loop. 
You must be careful with known controls. 
Occasionally a club will set up the finish of 
their run with a known control, and through 
resets and speed average make it so you 
can easily arrive more than 15 minutes 
early without thinking about it. Do the math! 
There's always an element of machismo in 
arriving way early at a known control—out 
west it was a point of pride to see how hot 
you could be at the finish—but you look 
real stupid if you ride well for a whole 
enduro and then disqualify yourself by 
burning a known control. Also, know in 
advance that “15 minutes early” technically 
means 15 minutes plus 59 seconds, per 
AMA rules, but very few club members real- 
ly understand this. To be safe, always arrive 
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Just off exit 21 of Interstate 91 in Massachusetts 
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* Created by specialists with 25 years + 
experience in manufacturing superior 
orthopedic support products. 

* High quality, medical elastic designed 
for the ultimate in comfort and support. 

* Vented elastic back for increased 
air flow and maximum compression. 

* Unique double-pull tension straps. 


| The Choice of Champions! 
Larry Roeseler No other belt offers this level 


“| started using the KEV-CO/STUBBS of comfort and support 
5100 last year in the Baja 1000 and 

have used it every race since. The belt WORN BY ISDE STARS: 

provides better support and comfort P н 


than anything else I've tried.” * Kari Tiainen 
* Paul Edmondston 
* Ty Davis 
* Larry Roeseler 


For a dealer near you + Rodney Smith 


CALL(800)223-1713  '*""" 
KEV-CO/STUBBS RACING 


4518 Vanowen St., Burbank, CA 91505 
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something less than 15 minutes early at a 
“known,” if you have the ability. 

Observation check: An untimed check 
that could be anywhere on the course, 
where the crew marks your card to prove 
you've actually been there. Your time is not 
taken at an "OB" check, so you can be early 
or late without shame. 

As you can imagine, it's to your advantage 
to know the difference between the above 
checks, and the clubs make it easy for you. 
Secret check locations are marked by a pair 
of red and white flags delineating the actual 
line you must cross to be scored. 
Emergency checks use green and white 
flags, known controls use yellow flags, and 
observation checks use white flags. 

What To Do During Your Stay 

There is a lot to see and do in a check- 
point, when it pops up in front of you. 
Here's what you should do when you see a 
check, coming up on the course. For the 
sake of argument, we're assuming this is a 
check-in, and you're either on time or early 
when you see it. If it’s a check-out, chances 
are you're late, and in that case the only 
steps you'll need to follow here is what to 
do once you're already past the flags. 

First, you look at the flags. If it’s an obser- 
vation check, just blow on into it and get on 
with your life. If it’s a known control make 
sure you're not earlier than 15 minutes (five 
minutes for Brand-X), and head on in. If it's 
a secret or emergency check, you've got a 
lot to do. 

First, how early are you? Look at your 
clock and figure out where you are. If you're 
early by a few seconds you're going to have 
to scrub off time before you pass the flags. 


idtown 


awasaki 
1997 MODELS ARE HERE! 


Easy Financing 





Now, according to AMA 
rules you can't cease for- 


Common Speed Averages 


ahead. If it’s a real easy run, 
possibly everyone will be 


MPH Miles per Minutes ; 
ward motion, but you can very close on regular points 
drag your feet; but most 6 1 1 and your emergency points 
checkpoint crews will 7 7 6 total will have a large effect 
score you a "burn" as |Ә 4 3 on your final placing. 
soon as you put a foot |9 .5 2, However, if you know 
down. Don’t ask me why; |10 5 5 you're being checked into a 
mostly they're just over- |11] 14 6 tough section and you have 
anxious. Just know that if |12 2 1 little confidence in your abil- 
you put your foot down 13 1.5 6 ity to really do well coming 
someone will holler “Ah- Е out the other side, then you 
ha!" and score you right 14 7 3 should rush in and get your 
there. 15 5 2 card marked and get going. 

Are you already into 16 e 5 The seconds you save going 
your minute? If it’s a |17 1.7 6 in may be enough to net you 
secret check, then run on | 18 К) 1 another whole point at the 
in and get scored as |19 1.9 6 check-out, and remember 
quickly as you can. You |20 1.0 3 that whole points are what 
want to have as much of 21 7 2 matter the most. The тоге 
your minute left as possi- У experience you get іп 
ble after being “checked- 22 11 3 enduros, and the better you 
in” to the next section. If | 29 2.5 6 start doing, the more emer- 
it’s an emergency check | 24 4 1 gency points will factor into 
you have more to consid- | 25 2.5 6 your riding. 
er. If you go into the | 26 1.3 3 Once you're into the 
check on the top of your | 27 ‚9 2 check things will happen 
minute, you're going to |28 14 3 quickly, but you absolutely 
collect emergency points, 29 2.9 6 should make sure you do a 
maybe as many as 25 or 30 5 1 few things before you jet 


50 of them. Whether you 
can afford those points on 
top of what you already have in regular 
points depends on how easy the run is and 
how good of a rider you are. Remember that 
emergency points are just used to break 
ties—if another person in your class scores 
exactly the same as you, the emergency 
points total will determine who finishes 


Cycle 


on your own Kawasaki Credit Card! 
Buy a '97 KX125 or KX250 


and receive a free parts package 
COME CHECK OUT THE NEW KDX220 & KLX300! 


H 


Rocky Hill, CT 06067 


Midtown Kawasaki 
1864 Silas Deane Highway 


(203)721-0193 


CALL 


UPS SERVICE NATIONWIDE * GIANT PARTS WAREHOUSE 
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1-800-923-1717 


Parts, Sales, and Service 


out of there. First, someone 
will jump out to mark your 
card, which should be taped or carried ina 
holder on your front fender. You should 
watch what number that person writes on 
your card and make sure it matches what’s 
on the flip cards. The flip cards should cor- 
respond to key time, and if you’re doing 
everything right they should agree with your 


No Room 
for 2nd 


POTTSVILLE, PA. 


—À РУ 


XR™400R 


Always wear a helmet, сус protection and protective clothing, and please respect the 
environment. Obey tho law and read your owner's manual thoroughly. 


TAKE AN XR400R HOME TODAY! 








clock. While the checker is marking your 
card, it pays to look over your shoulder and 
see if someone is sitting on a lawn chair 
with a clipboard. This person is maintaining 
a backup sheet of all the scores, and you 
want to make sure they got your riding num- 
ber, so you can shout over to this person 
whatever your rider number is, like "25A." 

The next thing to do, and most important, 
is to look for a card, like a little sign, that 
gives all the specifics for the check. It will 
have the key time, the mileage, the check 
number, and maybe some more informa- 
tion. What you want from this card is the 
check mileage, and before you move for- 
ward you should reset your odometer to this 
mileage, and make sure you get it right. If 
it’s an AMA enduro, you now know by the 
rules that you have three miles in front of 
you where there can't be a check, so roll 
your roll chart up to the first possible three 
miles past your present mileage, and note 
that mileage. Maybe your instruction for the 
possible might read "8.8 at :22;" so you 
memorize that and take off. Until you get to 
a point just before that next possible you 
don't have to think, so remember that num- 
ber and take off. 

Remember the rules, though! In New 
England's Brand-X rules, you're now on 
time and there's no three miles of free rid- 
ing in front of you. For Brand-X, there's 
another step in the check. You have to note 
the number the checker writes on your 
Score card, and then figure the difference 
between this number and your starting 
number. If you started on 25A and the girl 
just wrote "27" on your card, your new num- 
ber is 27. What this means is that you now 
have to add two to every one of the time 


| specialize in ridable powerbands. 


notations on your roll chart. Yes, it gets 
complicated, since your number may 
change at every checkpoint. Some guys 
actually carry a marker pen or grease pencil 
with them to note the new number down on 
a piece of paper taped to the bars or the 
tank, or even just to the tank itself. 
Whatever works. 
Still More To Come 

Okay. So now we know what checkpoints 

are, we know some of the finer touches of 
































timekeeping. We know how to make a roll 
chart and how to rely on our instruments. 
Unfortunately, there's a ton more to learn, 
but very little space left here. We have to 
cover resets, free territory, and a lot of 
other little things that you'll need to know 
before you turn pro. Tune in next month for 
“Моге Advanced Timekeeping," and in the 
mean time remember to keep your roll 
chart tight. O 


TERMINATeYAR 
Clutch cables 


Using the latest technology, Motion Pro’s Terminator 
Clutch Cables have the outer casing wires wound 
lengthwise instead of around like conventional 
cables. This gives a better, less spongy feel to the 
clutch for faster starts and extra durability! 


Nylon lining Housing wound 


lengthwise 


For all popular models of dirt bikes! 


All Motion Pro products are available from your local dealer, call for location (415)329-0427 


NEW DIRT BIKE TECH BOOK 


MX and Off-Road Performance Handbook $20 
This new book by Eric Gorr is the most comprehensive handbook in the 
world for do-it-yourself tips on repairing and tuning dirt bikes. Its 192 
pages are packed with 172,000 words and 250 photos on suspension 
components,.2,&.4-stroke.engines,.and.a-reference guide for tuning tips 
on 175 models of dirt bikes. The book is $20 by Visa/Mastercard, 
or $25 delivered by UPS COD, check okay. 


WINTER SEASON SPECIALS! 


Crankshaft Rebuilding for use with Hot Rod kits for $115. 
(for all modern dirt bikes, CR Hondas my specialty) 
Big Bore Kits $325--$400 

These kits include over-boring, porting, electroplating, head and exhaust 
valve machining, Wiseco piston kit, Cometic gasket kit and a warranty. 
Models: KX65, KX105, CR90, CR100: $325. KX150, CR150, RM150, 

ү2140, КТМ 150: $375. CR265, KX310, RM300: $400. 

Porting $60--$150 


Porting includes work to your cylinder, head, and exhaust valves. 





ERIC GORR 


Prices: Auto 50s, $60, KX60--80cc Minis $90, 125--500cc $150. 


Eric Gorr's Forward Motion, Inc. 
2315 S. Stoughton Road, Madison WI 53716 © (608)222-5761 


* TUNING * MODIFICATION 
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The National Chase 








A Sound Beating... 


From Puget Sound to Chesapeake Sound, or Bay, or whatever you call it, 


by Charlie Williams, 
Illustrations by the author 


Indianapolis IN, New Years Day 
Ne. as I look back through my meticulous 
notes, the scrawl, “Hell Trip” sums it up. 
You see, I got it in my head that if I went to the 
last two national enduros, I could win the Vet A 
class. Mathematically it was feasible, financial- 
ly it was shoe string. Physically and emotional- 
ly it was “Hell Trip.” It started with a five hour 
hop to Lansing Cycle where Alan Randt had 
been working on my KTM engine. The shaft 
that holds on the front sprocket was ruined. 

“Not common and not cheap,” Alan said. 

According to my notes he asked several 
questions: 

"Do you ever change your oil? Why does it 
smell like scalded urine? You will be paying 
cash this time, won't you Charlie? (twice) How 
much longer will you be here? (Nine times)." 

Alan was totally professional in his work. 
This heavy duty motor job was completed in 
less than a week, then he was kind enough to 
let me put my bike back together in his shop 
before leaving for Washington state. Thinking 
back, it probably wasn't compassion that he 
felt when he let me use his shop. Rather, it had 
to be entertaining for him to watch me 
reassemble my basket case. 

“Please remember to wipe up the blood, 
Charlie." (three times) 

"Yeah, sure man, but like I was tellin ya, if I 
go to Washington and do okay, | can go to 
Delaware with a few points lead, then if I could 
do pretty good there, maybe, just maybe I 
could win the Vet A class." 

“So? How much longer you gonna be here?" 

I used the cover of darkness to slip back out 
of Michigan. You see I'm wanted there. Wanted 
to leave. I went north across the big bridge and 
turned the Mooch van west towards 
Bellingham, Washington. Hour after hour, truck 
stop after truck stop, Monkey and | made our 
way west. Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, 
Montana. "They got big long roads out there..." 
Chris Rea sings on that excellent Road To Hell 
8-track. 

We hit Glacier National Park around noon, 
October 7. In the valleys trees were still green, 
but as elevation climbed to 10,000 feet old 
man winter was already freezing the green 
out of them. First orange and red, then high- 
er yellow and brown, then higher up bare 
branches thinned out to where no E. 
trees at all grew, a good example of <= 2 


Y 
how thin our atmosphere really is. ү \ № 
M 


My premature balding bothers 

me less here. West out of the park, 

then north to Whitefish for a late lunch. 

Everything is going good, I’ve been pretty 

lucky in all my road trips, rarely ever had 

to be towed in and the only fire was on 

the way to Tulsa for the Six Day. 

Looking back, a fire was only + 

appropriate, and yes, it too : 

smelled like scalded urine. 

Settling back in the milk crate 

and plywood custom seat I'd d 

Ford | 
~= 
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End of the line. Monkey abandons the old Mooch 
van, dead in a puddle of its own excretia. What to 
do? Buy a new one and keep driving! 


built for the Mooch van, Monkey and 
I moved on, and then, the noise. 1 
recognized it, it went like: 
“Helltriphelltriphelltrip!!! 

I nonchalantly pulled over and 
looked under the hood. First off the 
motor sat about four inches off cen- 
ter, the belts were all off their pulleys 
and had ripped all the wiring loose in 
their mad dance. Oil and anti-freeze 
drooled out of the bottom, and the 
key made a noise like you do when 
you wipe wet dog shit off new carpet. 
Since I look like a local everywhere I 
go, the first car by picked me up and 
gave me a ride back to the Ford deal- 
er. Once the Mooch van is towed 
back we start negotiations. They 
want more money than I have to fix 
the old truck, they want more money 
than I have for a used truck, in fact 





in search of national points and higher enlightenment 


We got to the starting area of the Mt. Baker 
Enduro, Saturday at noon, 10 miles down a 
muddy gravel road. Then, as soon as we got 
there, the dog (Monkey) rolled around in some- 
thing dead and rotten and smelled like hell. 
Sign up didn't open until 6 p.m., so Monkey 
and I sat in the new truck, in the rain, both 
shedding hair and smelling bad. At 5:50 it got 
dark and a line of riders formed at the derelict 
camper door/club house, waiting for the magic 
hour of 6:00 when they would open up and 
pass out the route sheets so we could program 
our enduro computers. I gave them another 
handful of money, signed my name a couple of 
times and took a wet wad of papers, down the 
hill, back to the truck. No route sheet. Back up 
the muddy hill, back in line, and then the lady 
doesn't know what a "free" route sheet is. 

^You can buy a Jart Chart, sir." 

“Yea but they're five bucks!” 

“Which one do you want?” 

“Hell 1 don’t know, how ‘bout the one for 
tomorrow’s race!” 

“Well sir, look on the bulletin board over 
there and pick one out.” 

Slosh slosh slosh. “Hey lady! It’s pitch friggin’ 
dark over here in the rain, and the ink is run- 
ning all over my shoes!” In an attempt to dif- 
fuse the situation Ty Davis politely mentioned 





they want more money than I have Everybody said it wouldn’t be muddy in Delaware this year. 


to rent a truck to haul all my stuff 
back home. 


ee a little while!” 
cse This sounded even better 
Газа when I was laying down $1,700 


for license plates. 


The cagey salesman hints at a new 
truck, with “financing”. Optionless, | 
nodded yes. Once my credit check 
was approved by the man upstairs, 
the salesman became very helpful; and 
soon I was back on the road in a brand-new 
1997 Ford van. Only one hitch, now I have 
to get a job to pay for it. Before, I could 
scrape along on a writer's salary. Matt 
Stavish offered the advice: "Couldn't 
you get home, sell the truck and only 
loose a couple of thousand dollars? 
Then you only have to work for 


he used number 15. 

I walked back up to the lady and told her “I 
want 15.” 

She said it would be $65 dollars. 1 gave her 
the money and she handed me 15 roll charts. 
I'll be up all night trying to get 15 roll chart 
holders all on my handlebars. I was up late, try- 
ing to program those stupid enduro comput- 
ers. Under ideal conditions I have a hard time, 
but in Washington they waited until after dark 
to pass out the needed information. By this 
time it had started pouring rain and the wind 
picked up. I programmed my computer by can- 
dle light, wax dripped all over the face of my 
Moose computer, two roll charts were partially 
burnt. I called my girl friend to ask her the 
word describing this absurdity, programing a 
computer by candle light. 


“Stupid.” was her reply, then she listed off 
three alternative light sources. “No hon, I know 
it’s stupid. What I’m looking for in your Mensa- 
qualified brain membrane is the word describ- 
ing this kind of paradox for my article.” 
Computer, candlelight. 

“ril give you the word! The word is stupid! 
What kind of international journalist national 
enduro wannabe waits 'til the last minute to do 
such important work? Stupid! That's who!" I 
start to explain but it goes down hill. I know 
she thinks I've got the same computers the tor- 
nado chasers use. 1 don't dare tell her mine is 
red plastic with two buttons and its name is 
Moose. 

Riders meeting! Riders meeting! I’m going, I 
need to find out if it's true my class rides the 
short course. 

“Yes Sir, just like your route sheet said, the 
Vet A rides the short 80 mile course." 

I start bitching again. "I drove 2500 miles to 
get here and now you tell me I only get to ride 
80 miles?" 

The same lady from sign up is in my face 
twisting her head back and forth telling me 
“You don't want to ride the long course!" I 
roughly grabbed the woman by the face and 
threw her in the mud. 

At first things were going fine. The trail was 
easy, sweeping through big trees with perfect 
traction. 80 miles of this and I would be ready 
for more, and 1 was doing well 
until we hit the 4 mph section. My £ 
girl scrutinizing my score 
card: "4 mph, and you 
dropped 57 min- 













utes behind 
schedule?” 

“Well the | 
trail got really , 
tough Н 
апа 
there 





. CUSTOM STUDDED 
WINTER TIRES 
FROM MOTORACE 






were a bunch of quys stuck, then my bike got 
hot and I had to pee on it.” 

"You're in a race where the speed limit is 4 
mph, you can't keep up at even 4 mph so you 
pee on your bike?" 

“Yeah.” I know she thinks I’m racing in the 
Seattle King Dome. She can’t picture 25 bikes 
stuck on a quarter-mile long stretch of trail run- 
ning up a ridge of stair-stepped leg-sized roots 
on the now very rugged Mt. Baker. All of the 
bikes are overheating, all of the riders are 
draped over their seats trying to catch their 
breath before pushing up over the next root. 
When | did crest the hill my bike steamed so 
bad I had to empty the contents of my water 
bottle and my bladder into the powdery dry 
radiator. This is why all my stuff smells like 
pee. 

Silver dollar-sized snow flakes are falling with 
the rain now, too. Just because 1 don't men- 
tion it every line don’t think the rain has let up 
one bit. It has rained steady since yesterday 
and 1 am cold and soaking wet. If you really 
want to share this miserable experience with 
me, slip your hand down between your legs 
and let your hand rest in the cold muddy water 
of your toilet while you finish this article. 

“Didn’t you have on that expensive Gore-tex 
jacket you just had to have!?” 

“Yes dear.” 

I rode up to a group of people all dressed in 
their yellow slickers. It was a checkpoint. | 
asked if this was the end of the race, since we 
are back at the pits. 

No one knew for sure. I asked the mileage, 
but no one knew for sure. One of the more 
astute rubber-skinned men asked to see my 
route sheet. I’d been waiting for this to happen 
so I reached into my coat pocket and pulled 
out 6 or 8 roll charts just wadded up with the 
consistency of paper mache. 

“Oh you're that guy. Where are you from?” 
“What difference does it make where I’m 


NEW STUDS IN TOWN 


“How do they work? In a word, great! Conditions at the time 
were 15 to 20 degrees, four to six inches of snow, and frozen 
puddles everywhere. The Cheng Shins were sure-footed and con- 
fidence inspiring everywhere on the course. We’ve ridden 
Friction Spikes quite a bit, and could seriously tell no differ- 
ence between them and the cheaper tires.... Overall, what 
did we think? These tires are winners! Now you can get a 

Z new set of studs at a budget price, and know that the 

» quality is right up there with the high-priced spread.” 
Bossman, Trail Rider Magazine, June 1995. 


at your Dealer! 


М d 


uh. 


A tire for everyone and every need. Increase your riding season. Custom stud- 
ded tires in a variety of treads, studs and drill patterns. Light snow to deep 
snow, these carbide-tipped winter tires will keep you moving forward. Available 


14, 17, 18, 19 & 21” sizes. Priced from $149 to $195 each. 


МЕУ УЛУ 
FIRJ E. 


Р.О. Box 861 * Wilbraham, MA 01095 


800-628-4040 


from? Is this the end of the race or not?” 

“Well if you are a local, the race ends here, 
but if you're a big-time national guy, the end is 
back at the top of the mountain.” 

I look up at Mt. Baker and it is covered with 
a thick fog of rain and snow. Big time national 
guy, I mutters to myself as I pulled in the 
clutch and gave the bike 7 strong kicks before 
it finally vibrated back to life. I tickled my com- 
puter buttons, though neither one worked at 
the time, the ICO had its wires ripped off along 
with my headlight and the Moose had so much 
water in it it looked like the wave machine in 
the Sharper Image catalog. 

Actually this last section was pretty easy and 
I shouldn't have lost any points, except I was 
so cold I couldn't go fast on the roads. Then at 
the top of the mountain was 
the promised checkpoint 
where the checker 
competently 
removed my 
score card 
and congrat- 
ulated me 
for riding 
this event. 
1 was on 
my knees 
next to 
the fire 
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for a long time. Steam poured off me but I was 
still freezing. I would probably still be there 
except the check point closed. They stomped 
the fire out and left me alone in the woods. 
Last thing they said was I wouldn’t be cold 
when I rode down this part of the mountain. “A 
bunch of switchbacks.” They turned the corner 
and | was alone. 

Everything I have ever experienced pales to 
this last few miles of trail. It was like riding 
through the digestive tract of a 4,000 foot tall 
monster. Back and forth across the side of the 
mountain, each switch back would make an 
observed trials section, and the side hill paths 
were narrow and treacherous. You could look 
down and see the next five straights. It might 
be 30 minutes before I could get there though. 
Hawkins must have been jumping his bike 
down these steep turns to drop as few points 
as he did in this section. The trees were huge 
old growth pines with roots bigger than any 
tree in New Jersey, they blocked out nearly all 


light and their dark brown color absorbed any 
light left. A wizened cattle baroness friend of 
mine described it as “Dark as the inside of a 
cow!” 

These trees had chunks of bark as big as the 
motorcycle seat, really! Moss grew on every- 
thing. It was growing on me and made it chal- 
lenging to get back up after falling down, and I 
fell plenty, each time a little more moss clung 
to me until I looked like that guy in the 
Stephen King movie. Completely covered by 
moss, legs just barely twitching. 

Lucky for me another bike came along and 
we crutched our way along, he would help me 
then I would help him. Is this where they came 
up with team crutch? I remembered the M&Ms 
in my pocket and offered my new friend one. I 
reached in my coat pocket but I was so wet the 
bag had dissolved and all the color had 
washed off leaving clean peanuts and a choco- 
late sludge mess, I wiped equal amounts on 
each of our wet gloves and were thankful for it. 


PACEMAKER 3 ENDURO COMPUTER 


The Next Generation of Enduro Equipment! 


NEW Expanded memory 

Over 100 speed changes and 100 resets. 
NEW Infrared Comm Port: 
Download race data from one P3 to another. 
NEW Communications 

Talk between your P3 and your laptop PC. 
NEW Remote Thumbswitch 


NEW Race Rules for AMA or F.I.M. World Enduros, ISDE Qualifiers, and Dual Sport events. 

NEW Datalog Feature captures your Enduro performance data for review after the race. 

NEW Optional Audible Alarm alerts you before possible checkpoints. 

NEW Revised menus for faster data entry, allows easy correction of program errors. 
Update your existing Pacemaker to use a remote switch for only $99 
A-LOOP Offroad Electronics 3911 Norwood Dr. #G, Littleton, CO 80135 (303)791-0035 


B&B 


* Complete Suspension Service 


* Enduro Accessories in stock 
* UPS Shipping Daily 


(717)569-5764 
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To protect against the cold and rain in Washington 1 
recommend a layer of Vaseline on all exposed skin. 
A half-inch thick seems to be about right. 


He didn't bat an eye at eating my pocket scrap- 
ings. We were going to be good friends. 

For over an hour we worked our way back 
down the mountain, through horrendous trail, 
life threatening cold, truly brutal conditions, 
knowing full well this was all for nothing. They 
had kept my score card at the check at the top 
of the hill, that is where the race was officially 
over for me and many of the classes. Why did 
they tell us "not to ride the long course" but 
then make us ride the long course? If I have to 
work that hard 1 want to be dropping route 
points, I want a 500 point score card, not just 
an hour and a half ride back to the truck!?! 

Finally we emerged from the woods and back 
at the pits. First thing I started the truck and 
turned the heat on high, then climbed in the 
back, stripped off layers of muddy pee- 
smelling clothes, climbed in my sleeping bag, 
begged the stinking dog to lie down next to me 
and started the rehumanizing process. After a 
long while I was able to get up and put on 
every stitch of clothing I had brought, 6 pairs 
of underpants, 2 teddies and a bee costume. 
Should have brought the Mastodon suit. 

Needless to say, I didn't win a trophy, wasn't 
even close. Three local riders in my class had 
ridden the long course and dropped less 
points than I did on the short course, but I was 
going to Delaware with a 5 point lead. 

The sign up lady appears in my face one last 
time. She had her yellow rubber hood pulled 
tight around her face and tape on her glasses 
where I had broken them earlier. She said 
"See why Washington puts together such good 
Six Day riders?!" She is right, too. John Neilson 
is from around here, and the two super girls 
that finished the Tulsa Six Day were from Team 
Washington. 

Delaware, a World Away 

The drive east was uneventful. Day after day 
of sleeping a few hours on the muddy pee- 
stained floor of the once-new truck, then hours 
of hanging off the steering wheel. I did make a 
side trip through Yellowstone National Park (get 
out your map), went in the northwest gate and 
came out the northeast gate. The east gate was 
already closed by snow, and by the time I got 
to the NE gate snow had closed my most direct 
route back to the highway. I took Wyoming 
296. On the map it shows it is gravel but, the 
other roads were closed. A back track the way 
I had come would have been hundreds of 
miles. Funny how being forced on to this road 
would lead me to one of the prettiest places 
Гуе ever seen. 

From the top of Dead Indian Pass, you could 
look west up a long valley; nearest me, some 
three or four thousand feet below, the valley 
floor was wide and smooth with a stream wind- 
ing along. The pickup trucks parked at the 


bridge indicated at least 
enough fish to support 
three anglers. Further 
away, the valley 
became narrower and 
the banks steeper, 
until vision blurred its 
details and the snow 
capped Mt. Pilot at 
11,200 feet closed off 
the head of this valley, 
some 30 miles away. 
Along with all the 
major geological fea- 
tures, there was green 
and golden grass, col- 
orful fall leaves, red dirt, grey rocks and 10 
shades of blue-gray sky. Then if | would shift 
my gaze to the northwest, another valley con- 
fluences at my feet. It was of completely dif- 
ferent make up, desert mesa with a chasm 
jaggedly ripping through it’s soft soil. It looked 
like a model railroad set. Then, if I would turn 
around and look east I could see one more 
mountain range to cross, then flat lands all the 
way to Pennsylvania. 

Delaware is a different kind of enduro. The 
terrain is not nearly as challenging as 
Washington, so the club has to make up for it 
in other ways. Miles and miles of trail with only 
a couple of resets all day, speed changes 
galore all the way down to | mph. Texas had 
al80 mph section, and now we are down to 
Imph. I love the enduro game, the simplicity 
of racing against the clock and the impossibili- 
ty of actually beating it. 

Delaware was the season final, the overall 
winner would be decided here. The cards were 
stacked in Randy Hawkins' favor, but Ty Davis 
is capable of winning anywhere, any time. Ty 
was really feeling the pressure and was a long 
way from home without a lot of friends to back 







him up. Randy on the other 
hand was on home turf, 
everyone there hoping 
he would win and bring 
the title back east 
where it belongs. 
Randy came prepared, 
too. He brought help: 
Steve Hatch, Rodney 
Smith, Mark Hyde; 
each capable of being 
a spoiler in the final 
results. As it turned 
out Hawkins needed 
help because he broke 
down. Hatch won, 
Smith took second and Davis took third and 
lost the championship by the narrowest mar- 


gin. Davis said before the race, "I'll be a hero 
ог a zero." 
Now there was a lot of, 


say...controversy...during this race. See, 
Hawkins’ bike did break down, but was hur- 
riedly exchanged with Mark Hyde’s bike on the 
trail. Yes, this is against the rules and way too 
many people were aware of the swap for it to 
be a wholehearted effort at winning by unethi- 
cal means. How it played out is Hawkins, now 
on an illegal bike, led Rodney Smith through 
the rest of the race doing the time keeping for 
him. Smith had no instruments. Smith wound 
up second overall and Hawkins withdrew his 
score card from the event. Hatch won, and left 
Davis holding the bag, thinking, “Hell, the only 
guy I was racing broke down and I still can't 
win!?" Poor Ty, he does deserve to win, he cer- 
tainly rides fast enough. But man, you're in 
enduro country now, these guys play rough. 
Now many people are crying foul, saying 
Suzuki took advantage. Yes, I agree it was foul 
and crooked, but if this had happened in the 
early eighties with the Swedish Husqvarna 


team, no one would have thought twice about 
it. "That's how the Euros do it" But in today's 
politically correct atmosphere Suzuki is the 
bad guy. But really, do you think the men at 
upstairs Suzuki made this call? Do you think 
they had the foresight to send their top guys? I 
doubt it. These decisions would have been 
made by the riders, not some corporate pawn. 
Hawkins and Hyde both rode Huskys in the 
eighties and obviously learned from their pre- 
decessors. 

But Charlie, aren't you masquerading as the 
Prince of fair play? Yes, I want everyone to play 
fair and obey the rules, but there is a fine line 
in cheating. Was this bike swap preconceived? 
No, it was spontaneous, a heat of the moment 
decision that may have been against the rules, 
but when Randy withdrew from the race, as far 
as I’m concerned that was the end of it. If 
Hawkins had pre-walked the course, marked 
short cut trails, used radio communications, 
Sabotaged Ty's bike, my thoughts may be dif- 
ferent. But this is how the big boys play this 
game and you had better have paid attention 
and learned something or you may be duped 
again. If Kawasaki wants to be upset with any- 
one it should be Ty for burning that check 
back in the Illinois National—that was the turn- 
ing point of the season. Like I’ve said before, 
Ty is the fastest rider but Randy is the wiser 
enduro rider. Long live the king! Proving 
beyond a shadow of a doubt that corporate 
Suzuki would be unable to mastermind such a 
scheme, they refused to renew Randy Hawkins’ 
contract for 1997! 

Well if you call the Suzuki Race team hot line, 
besides the corporate runaround you would 
get: “Budget cuts, re-focusing, re-structuring, 
would you like us to send you a brochure and 
a complementary issue of Dirt Rider maga- 
zine?” 

How are we, the average enduro guy, how are 
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Ask The Guys Who Win With It Every Weekend 


What makes the 
Scotts Steering Damper 
the very best? 





"To compete with 
the best, you need 
the best equipment. 
Scotts Steering 
Stabilizer is the 
finest working 
damper on the 
market and has 
the most features. 
The others don't 
even come close." 





* It’s the only Damper with three fully adjustable circuits. Scott Plessi ng er 


• The adjustable damping control allows you to adjust the stabilizer while you are riding your motorcycle. ; 
* Adjustable "Sweep Controls” let you dial in the degrees of damping you want from the center line. ub x pe 


* A “High Speed Circuit" designed to absorb the shock from tree roots and those invisible square edged rocks. 
• Infinitely adjustable - Works for every type of Off-road application, including Motocross. 


Compare these features to any other damper and you'll find they just don't have them... Why settle for less? 


Background Photo is of Larry Roeseler. 
Scotts Damper is also the official 
Steering Stabilizer of Team Green. 





we going to be affected by 
Suzuki’s decision? Well we 
could cave in under the eco- 
nomic vacuum, or we could 
stick it in their face, right 
now. This very issue could 
be the turning point of the 
future of enduros forever. 
What you do makes a dif- 
ference and it’s not like 
fighting the government for 
land use or rights or some- | 
thing. Promoting enduros is 
easy. Everyone knows a 
rider who is younger, faster, 
stronger, more confidant 
and better financially 
equipped. Well, this is your 
mark. Casually mention you 
have been thinking about 
“Getting the old bike out 
and riding some enduros." 
Stuff about six of those lit- 
tle white donuts in your 
mouth now. If you have the 
right guy he will say some- 
thing about his high dollar 
bike and how you could 
never be competitive on 
your five year old KTM. 


d 


get out and see some of the Place nice to relax. 
old faces. Tartar still owes 
me $65, maybe you'd like to go with me.” 

“You know I would, but hey, I don't have a 
computer.” 

Tell him that if he buys a sensor wire, new 
batteries and sends it in for repairs, he can 
borrow your compute. Explain that you don’t 
need it, as slow as your bike is any more. 

With any luck he will say okay. Oh are you in 
a magic place now, enduro mentor; you see, it 
is very hard for an outsider to crack open the 





I don't know about you, but after all 
that time on the road, | just feel like 
“Yea, but it’s just for fun, Jetting dressed up and going some- 


j enduro code book. Without 
Suzuki’s presence at these 
_ major races a newcomer may 
get the feeling that if the fac- 
tories are not interested why 
' should he be. Lets go GNCC, 
that's where the money goes. 
But in my mind GNCC should 
be a stepping stone to the 
more challenging enduro. 
Once you have mastered the 
10 mile loops of a GNCC 
course maybe you are up to a 
bigger challenge: Time keep- 
ing. This is where the game 
comes in, the equalizer for all 
ages. It's like if GNCC was a 
driving range, enduro would 
be the golf course. But I’m not 
trying to sell you on enduros 
now, I have to follow another 
story line which I think was 
about Randy Hawkins.... 

What will Randy do? | mean 
another factory will surely sign 
him, but then what? Does he 
continue with the enduros 
until he eclipses Bill Baird's 
record? I would like to see this; 
seems like it adds tradition. 
Will he go GNCCing with hopes 
of keeping Suzuki out of the 
winner's circle? I would like to 
see this too. Could he possibly do both? Yes he 
could, and that's what confounds me the most 
about Suzuki firing Randy. If Randy signed with 
KTM, that would be the best. 1 feel the 
Austrians are more like-minded with us 
Enduroans than the Japanese or Californians. 
Kawasaki could sign him and he and Ty could 
dominate the world. Yamaha, already support- 
ing a formidable GNCC team, could broaden 
their off road team, and Honda could offer him 


some XR600s. 

^Hey wait! Mr. Hawkins come back!^ 

By the time you read this, that decision 
should have been made so I won't dwell on 
Randy any longer. I'll write about me. 

I came to Delaware with a five point lead in 
my class. It was fun just being in the chase at 
the last race of the year, but the guy I was rac- 
ing, Rick Ingold from Illinois, just plain out- 
rides me. He got second place to my sixth or 
seventh and won the championship. Since I 
failed to win my class this year, my sponsor, 
Tom Godby, has pulled his support for Team 
Mooch on the national level. No, this won't 
affect the final results much, but I won't be 
there to write these little stories. No big deal 
you think, you can still get the facts from Cycle 
News, but you won't get my added value. Sure 
it’s just writing, but when I try to address big- 
ger issues, like the future of our strange and 
obscure sport, the treatment one of our fellow 
riders, 1 hope you understand that this mean- 
dering means a hell of a lot more than a sim- 
ple race report. A race report is history. I’m try- 
ing to get my weight forward and see further 
down the trail, anticipate what is next and 
make decisions now that will make a differ- 
ence tomorrow. 

The enduro life style needs a voice, and we 
here at Trail Rider are volunteering. Trail Rider 
is now the official enduro rider's magazine, 
and we want to see changes. But if I keep quiet 
and go with the flow, not step on anyone's 
toes, then I'm just cruising round and around, 
kinda GNCCing. But if I stick my neck out, 
point fingers, burn a few bridges, cause a rip- 
ple, maybe that ripple will become a wave, a 
wave big enough for all of us to catch and ride 
away in the sunset. Maybe I hope for too 
much. Maybe I overestimate the influance of 
our magazine, maybe enduros are doomed. 
Damn! Just when I finally found my niche. О 


Trust us, with 18 to choose from 
KTM has the bike you need to do the job. 


From 50сс to 620cc, Supercross, Motocross, Off-Road, Enduro, Cross 
Country or Dual Sport. KTM has the most extensive high-performance off- 
road lineup available. Check ^em out at Cliff's Cycles-they go fast! 


Outstanding Set-Up and Preparation 
for your 1997 KTM 


All Set-Ups include Full Protection Kit 
Huge Parts Inventory 
Serving the Off-Road Rider for 27 Years 
Unmatched Customer Service 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


BUILT FOR CHAMPIONS 


Parts Orders Only 
1-800-559-2936 


CUFF‘S 
CYCLES 


Cliff Frazee 
84 Rockwood Road (Route 115) 
Norfolk, MA 02056 (508)528-2936 
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100 MAIN STREET SUSSEX, NJ 07461 
201-875-2111 


#1 KTM DEALER IN THE 


NORTHEAST REGION! 


FOR ALL YOUR RIDING NEEDS, 
KTM HAS A BIKE FOR YOU! 


1997 MODELS 


M IN STOCK | ҮП 


REGINN 





Golden Spectro® High 
Performance 2 Cycle 
Concentrate 


e Synthetic blend pre-mix 
engine lubricant. 

e Eliminates plug 
fouling/engine smoke. 

e High film strength for 
superior cylinder protection. 
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Golden Spectro® 
Cartridge Fork Fluid 


* Premium grade synthetic 
blend with exclusive 
"Zero-stiction" additives. 

* Available in very light 
(85/150) and light (125/150). 

* For all upside-down forks. 
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a bottle of 
Spectro ever 
reaches your 

engine, we fill it 

3) to the brim with 

= superhuman per- 













lasting power, and invincible 
dependability. We put an extraordinary 


amount of effort into product consistency 


and quality control. We test and re-test 
each of our lubricants to make sure you 
always receive the identical top caliber 
product time after time. Like Golden 
Spectro Concentrate. It gives you the 
edge for clean, fast starts and 
crisp throttle response 
where and when it counts. 
Riders trust the Spectro name. 
That’s why we're the overwhelming 
bestseller of aftermarket oils and lubes. 
Visit your local motorcycle shop today 
and demand the dependability and 
power that Spectro lubricants give you 
and your machine! 


Choice\iin Motoreyele lubricants 
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Golden Spectro® 
Gear Lubricant 


° For all wet clutch cases 
and transmissions. 

* Provides smooth 
shifting/clutch engagement. 

* Available in S.A.E. 
80W/85W viscosity. 

e S.A.E. 10W30 crankcase 
oil equivalent. 


MEME. 


Golden Spectro^4 


e Synthetic blend 4-stroke 
engine lubricant. 
* Provides smoothest shifting. 
e Available in S.A.E. 10W40/20W50. 
* High shear stability for 
less viscosity breakdown. 








FOR INFORMATION, FAX: (203) 775-8720 * AVAILABLE IN MOTORCYCLE SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 












Mike Lafferty 





Is he ready for his third national enduro season? 


М Lafferty was about (о start his third 
racing season with KTM this past January, 
and we caught up to him in a diner in 
Hammonton, New Jersey for a quick conver- 
sation. 

TR: What do you think about the national 
enduro series this year? What do you think is 
going to happen? 

ML: Randy doesn’t even have a bike yet 
(January 8). He doesn’t even know what he’s 
going to ride! 

TR: The season's going to start, and if Randy 
is on a bike, he’s going to be on bike he’s 
only ridden a few minutes, relatively speak- 
ing.... 

ML: Exactly. He’s going to hit the first race— 
and I mean he’s been to them all, he has the 
upper hand; he’s ridden Coalinga what, a 
dozen times?—but everybody’s going to be 
doubting him because he has a new bike. 
And | think it’s going to hurt him, because 
every time he’s been there, he’s been on a 
Suzuki. I think he's going to have a little trou- 
ble with that, but then that leaves it up to me, 
to where I finish. If I just lay back, if I don't 
just charge out right off the gate and get 
some points up..you know, and not even 
worry about him. By the time he comes 
around (on the new bike), he'll do good, he'll 
win Ohio, Delaware maybe, but I'll have 
enough points where it won't really matter. 

TR: You think it's going to be a shaky start 
for him. 

ML: Yeah. I mean he's, for his time, he's the 
best enduro rider, I think. By far. Compared to 
anybody, right now, in his time. But you take 
anybody like that...like what's going to hap- 
pen with McGrath? You change bikes up, how 
much time can he have on the bike? It's the 
same deal. He just got back from Paris, where 
he was riding on a Honda, and the first 
Supercross is this weekend, and he couldn't 
have a month—he couldn't have three weeks 
on a new Suzuki. 1 don't think he's going to 
do for shit, but that's my opinion. What I want 
to see is what the press is going to say; like, 
“Lafferty Wins his First Race—Nobody Shows 
Up!” You know, Randy won't be there, Ty 
won't show up.... 

Waitress: More coffee? 

TR: We're fine. 


ML: But then the AMA is going to look at it 
and go, “Hey, we got one kid doing the whole 
series. What's up with that?" And then maybe 
they'll do the same thing they did with the 
Qualifiers and make it and East and West 
thing, and then a final. 

TR: It'll be interesting to see what happens. 
I think the whole series is changing. Right 
now, 1 guess there's even a chance that 
Randy won't even ride, because he can't get 
a bike together. 

ML: Exactly. 

TR: I heard that TY Davis isn't going to ride 
the series. He's probably going to ride the 





(Coalinga) California run, the early runs, but I 
don't think he's going to do the whole sea- 
son. So what does that leave? That leaves 
people like you, and who else? Matt Stavish? 
What it's doing to do is it's going to change 
the whole series from the old guard to a new 
group of guys like you and a bunch of other 
guys...George Waller, Matt, people like that. 
Anybody who can afford to do all the races is 
what it works out to. 

ML: That really sucks. 

TR: Why do you say that? 


ML: Put yourself in that situation. Look at 
last year, and I got third. I got a couple sec- 
ond places, but I never really got to beat 
those guys. I could beat Randy, you know, I 
have confidence that I could beat Randy, but 
I didn't have confidence that I could beat 
them both. You know, one of them had to 
have a bad day—you know, I beat TY, he had 
an off day, he burnt a check, something like 
that. I was steady, you know, but I never had 
the opportunity to beat them both. Now, 
more or less, they're giving up, and not to say 
that it'S going to be an open race, I'll have to 
try as hard as | did last year, but it’s not going 
to be as challenging. You know, it's a nation- 
al championship—a national champi- 
onshipl—and 1 don't have the drive 
because.... If Randy and Ty were going to be 
there it'd be like "Yeah! These guys are it! I 
gotta beat these guys!" The full mental prepa- 
ration, the training and everything, is because 
І gotta beat these guys—like at home, I've got 
to beat Jack and Rich and Spence—I gotta 
beat these guys. And then if you go to the 
nationals, who's it going to be? 

TR: Well, what if, instead of thinking it that 
way, why not think of it as "Beat the Series?" 
I mean, you're racing against the club, you're 
racing against the people who are putting the 
enduro on. 

ML: I'm racing against that computer every 
race. Trying to beat it. 

TR: Yeah. Rather than trying to beat every- 
body else, you're trying to do your absolute 
best and beat the series. 

ML: That's what everybody is going to think. 
І can see it though, “Lafferty Wins First Race— 
Nobody Shows Up." Arrgh! I mean I’ve proved 
myself to those guys before; 1 wasn't a huge 
threat, but.... 

TR: Hey, if that happens, just make sure the 
next heading says "Lafferty Wins Second 
Race" and again and again. The competition 
is only as good as you make it. You know 
there's going to be 250 other guys there, and 
if you don't win, if you say "Ooh, nobody else 
is here, 1 don't even feel like riding..." and 
somebody else wins, how stupid are you 
going to look then? 

ML: Exactly. I have to just go and do it. 

TR: Maybe there isn't such a tough chal- 
lenge to beat somebody there, but it's still an 
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enduro. Still a national, one way or the other. 
You gotta do it. 

ML: Yeah, well, I can’t see.... 1 mean, I can 
see Randy blowing off Coalinga, if he’s not 
ready, but, go to Georgia, he’ll be there. He’s 
gonna be there, he'll ride some thing. But I’m 
going to go to Coalinga, and Ty will be there, 
I'm going to have to try to beat him right off 
the bat.... 

TR: Ty will be there; everybody will be there. 

ML: Yep. 

TR: Steve Hatch will be there, Rodney Smith 
will be there.... 

ML: The, after that, I won't be seeing any of 
those guys, and I'll have to go contend with 
Randy in Georgia, and so on. I mean, that's 
my plan, I have to take it one race at a time, 
every race, there's nine of them. And if I can 
be as consistent as 1 was before. 1 was pretty 
consistent last year, my worst race was a sev- 
enth, in Coalinga, and that's pretty darn good, 
I thought, for Coalinga. 

TR: If I’m not mistaken, | think when 
Burleson was in the middle of his prime, he 
wasn't concerned about beating the other 
people, he was always working on beating the 
clock. His drive was to be the smartest per- 
son there. Smarter than the club, smarter 
than everybody, just go in and kick hell out of 
the enduro. So maybe that's a good way to 
look at it. 

ML: Maybe. 

TR: So are you training, or what? Are you 
working out? Riding a lot? 

ML: I run three days a week, I go to the gym 
every morning with my partner, Steve 
Leatherwood. He's like my own personal 
trainer. 

Waitress: You guys want anything else? 

TR: No. 

ML: No, we're all set. 


m x eS SARUM 
NEVADA MOTORCYCLE ADVENTURES 
“Does a great job of taking you 
way out into the outback of 
Nevada.” 

“A good bargain if you shop 
around for tours.” 

“A guaranteed good time!” 
(Paul Clipper, Trail Rider Magazine, Spring Tour 7/96) 
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Waitress: Have a good one. 

ML: You too. 

ТК: I’m buying, since you don't have a 
JOD 

ML: Thanks. So Steve helps me with that, 
and I train, with the bike. I mean, Steve is on 
it, we go there 7:30 in the morning and spend 
a couple hours doing all the physical training 
and everything, that you have to do in the 
winter, because once the riding comes 
around, you don't have the time. You're trav- 
eling, stuff like that, you don't have the facil- 
ities, so now's the time to bust it out. I’ve 
been trying to build more, each winter. And 
then the running, you just gotta run, whether 


'97 DEALS! 


‘97 RMX250 
‘97 DR350ES 
‘97 RM125 





it’s in the morning or at night, whatever, you 
gotta do it. And aside from that I’ve just been 
working on the bike, trying to lighten it up, 
working on the suspension, stuff like that. 1 
just raced a hare scrambles this weekend, 
too, the first ECEA hare scrambles. Josh 
McLevy was there, he’s a good rider. It was 
only a three mile course, all mudded out, and 
I got the holeshot and took off. When I got 
gas, Jack said “Okay, it’s time to get going” 
and man I just rode, I mean I never thought 
about anything else except ride; how fast can 
I ride this bike, how good can I use the trail. 
The laps just flew by, I mean they were gone! 
I got done and I felt great. I felt great in the 
morning, too, and went to the gym and 
worked on legs. I think that's what I need to 
do; I rode against myself, tested myself and I 
feel like I passed. I was stoked about that. 

TR: The best I ever did in a enduro, all I 
thought about all day was timekeeping, where 
I was in the minute, and brake, shift, gas. Just 
everything I needed to do. 

ML: Yep. Enduros are hard, man. Enduros 
are hard. AII that stuff you just talked about, 
and that's not even mentioning this check-in, 
that check-out, gas stops all that stuff. And 
then you're in a section, you're giving it all 
you've got, and then in the back of your mind 
you think ^well, you better slack off a little 
because it's gonna be tough in the end, you 
oughta save something..." 

TR: Um hmm. 

ML: Screw that. Go all out. І did that in 
Coalinga last year, held back, held back, and 
then in the last section I’m wailing and I’m 
thinking “Damn! I coulda done this all day!” 
You don't know. I didn't put myself to a test 
until the very first race. So you have to train, 
but you have to ride races too, or you just 
don't know. Q 
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By Mark Uth 


Thread Head 


ou can tell a lot about a dirt bike’s life by 

the type and quality of the fastening 
hardware used on it. Find titanium or alu- 
minum bolts and drilled washers; you've 
got a moto-head and a bike that's probably 
spent its weekends racing 50 minutes at a 
time. Diverse, oddball and/or non-metric '4- 
20 fasteners on the other hand should be a 
red flag, signaling a little shop of mainte- 
nance horrors and overall casual approach 
to bike repair. Fact is, there's a plethora of 
different type of fasteners out there, and 
their proper choice and application is 
essential to maintaining satisfactory func- 
tion. Trodding far from the beaten path of 
OEM replacements can confound proper 
torquing of fasteners, lead to collateral 
damage like stripped threads or snapped 
bolts, and even present a safety hazard to 
the rider. 

Terms like bolt, machine screw, and cap 
screw are often used interchangeably to 
describe the threaded fasteners that hold 
your scoot together. Though similar, 
there're not quite synonymous, as machine 
Screws are most often mass produced, 
screwdriver driven low grade fasteners, 
while cap screws generally denote quality 
hex or socket head bolts used for machine 
assembly. For simplicity's sake, we'll stick 
with the term bolt herein. 

There are four basic parameters that dif- 
ferentiate bolts from one another. Three of 
them are fairly obvious; head design, length 
and thread pitch. Head types, e.g., flat, pan, 
fillister, button, socket, hex, phillips, slot- 
ted, flanged, etc., as well as bolt length des- 
ignations are pretty much self explanatory. 


Thread specifications can be tricky (we'll 
discuss threads further on) while the 
fourth is bolt strength, which greatly 
affects a fastener's application and associ- 
ated price. 

There are three common bolt strength 
designations used for both SAE 
(“American”) and metric fasteners. They 
are, from weakest to strongest; standard 
duty, medium strength, and high strength. 
Generally speaking, all flat, pan, fillister, 
phillips and slot headed bolts are standard 
grade. Socket or button head bolts are 
most often medium or high strength bolts, 

while hex headed bolts can be found in all 
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grades. Surprisingly, the strength designa- 
tion of most fasteners is easily determined, 
shown by marks or numbers cast into the 
tops of bolt heads (or lack thereof) for both 
SAE and metric fasteners. Common SAE 
bolt strength designations are grade two 
(standard duty) which have unmarked 
heads, grade five, medium strength, shown 
by three oppositely opposed hash marks 
cast into the bolt head, and high strength, 
grade eight, designated by six hash marks. 
SAE standard duty, grade two bolts are man- 
ufactured from metals with a minimum ten- 
sile strength of 60,000-74,000 pounds per 
square inch (psi). Medium strength, SAE 


grade five bolts have minimum material ten- 
sile strengths of 90,000-120,000 psi, while 
high strength grade eight bolts designate 
material tensile strengths of greater than 
150,000 psi. 

Metric strength designations run along the 
same lines as the SAE designations. 
Standard duty bolts have no marking, while 
medium strength bolts will have the num- 
ber 8.8 cast into the top of the head (com- 
parable to SAE grade five) and high strength 
bolts will have the number 10.9 cast into 
the head (comparable to SAE grade eight). 
In metric fasteners, you'll also find a 
stronger high strength bolt, indicated by the 
number 12.9, which is said to exceed the 
strength of SAE grade eight and have mini- 
mum material tensile strength greater than 
175,000 psi. Socket head cap screws, like 
the ones typically used on European sleds, 
are often these highest strength fasteners. 
Hence, the old adage that Euro bikes were 
made with better fasteners was not 
unfounded. It should be noted that the 
strength grades noted above are those that 
are most commonly available. Be advised, 
there are numerous specialty bolts manu- 
factured and sold for specific applications, 
some that might have even found their way 
into the motorcycle parts bin for highly 
stressed applications like shock and linkage 
fasteners. 

Threads 

A decade or two ago, different thread 
schemes used on motorcycles of different 
origins could give you a real headache. 
These days, you'll find nothing but metric 
fasteners on everything, including US built 
ATKs. The global marketplace has spoken. 
However, you still find SAE threads on some 
aftermarket products manufactured here in 
the USA, like some metal handguards, and 
other bolt-on accessories, so you still have 
to be careful. There are some tricks to 
determining the thread you're dealing with, 
the simplest being mechanical savoir faire. 
Hash marks on the top of a hex head bolt 
are a dead giveaway, identifying it as SAE, 
while numbers like 8.8 or 10.9 are metric 
designations. For the mechanically chal- 
lenged, standard duty bolts (read: no mark- 
ing) or those special and/or odd ball thread- 
ed fasteners that you find on old BSAs, 
Bultacos and the like, there's a low tech 
tool called a thread gage that'll ID the prob- 
lem fastener. A thread gage is essentially a 
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collection of thread size templates which 
may be matched to the thread in question. 

Even today, with SAE threads in course 
and fine pitch, as well as metric designa- 
tions, a thread gage is sometimes a handy 
tool to have around. On occasion, there’s 
some confusion regarding proper metric 
thread designations. Since motorcycle fas- 
teners are nearly 100% metric these days, 
an aside on specific metric threaded fasten- 
er sizing is in order. Metric threads are des- 


specialty bolts in their own right. 
Rules of Thumb 

For all practical purposes, male and 
female thread designations can be consid- 
ered the same, unless you're specifying 
threads on a blueprint. When dealing with 
fasteners that attach plastic covers and 
fenders to the frame, these are almost uni- 
versally standard duty strength fasteners 
and you can pretty much get away with 
whatever like-threaded replacement you 


ignated by the letter “M” 
followed by a number, 
which correlates to the 
nominal shaft diameter of 
the bolt in question. 
Standard metric thread 
designations are available 
in a single “pitch”, which is 
the industry term for defin- 
ing the number of threads 
per unit length. SAE thread 
designation, conversely 
state the nominal diameter 
and the number of threads 
per inch, e.g. 1/4-20 UNC. 
Typical metric fastener 
threads used on dirt bikes 
are M5, M6, M8, MIO, M12 
and M14, and the number 
corresponds to the nomi- 
nal diameter of the bolt. 
Note that several fasten- 
ers used on dirt bikes use 
a non-standard head size, 
such as a 8mm head on a 
M6 bolt. This is because 
these fasteners are primar- 
ily motorcycle manufactur- 
er specific, and essentially 





Threaded Fastener 
Dos and Dont's: 


* Do use like quality fasteners when 
replacing damaged ones. 

* Don't ever substitute non-standard, 
non-OEM bolts for those used in shock 
and shock linkage. 

* Do use a torque wrench for tightening 
all motor fasteners. 

* Don't forget to observe proper tight- 
ening sequence when tightening head 
bolts and clutch basket retaining screws. 

* Do use thread lubricant on all fasten- 
ere. 

• Don't use thread lubricant ae a mari- 
tal aid. 

* Do use proper flat and lock washers 
where applicable. 

• Don't try to use plug washers in the 
truck stop condom machine. 

* Do clean out threads with proper 
sized taps and dies whenever dirt and 
corrosion are evident. 

* Don't tap your boss on the shoulder 
and tell him to get socket head cap 
screwed. 





can find. When it comes 
to the bolts used in the 
triple clamps, engine 
mounts, all engine bolts, 
subframe, shock and 
shock linkage mounting, 
its probably best to 
replace any of these lost 
or broken bolts with 
OEM fasteners. For the 
most part, these fasten- 
ers are тоге highly 
stressed and often sized 
to a particular applica- 
tion. Aside from your 
local dealer, quality met- 
ric fasteners can be 
obtained at better hard- 
ware and automotive 
stores, so long as you 
pay attention to the 
grade designations. If 
you're buying in quanti- 
ty, there's numerous fas- 
tener supply houses that 
offer a multitude of fas- 
tener options, through 
which mail order pur- 
chases can be made. О 
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"97 Incas Rally 


East Coast homies lost in the Andes 


by Jerry Bernardo 
photos by Joe Bonnello 


Cuzco, Peru 11/10/96 


нш that old childhood limerick, 
“There once was a man from Peru, who fell 
asleep in a canoe...”? Well, that has nothing to 
do with this story. І never dreamed I'd be sleep- 
ing in canoes, nor racing a rally in Peru. 
Actually, as a child, when asked “What do you 
want to be when you grow up?” I don’t remem- 
ber chiming out “А TV host!" 

Where I am in life now, I never thought I'd be. 
Best bets would have me perishing early in a 
kindergarten building blocks accident. Not to 
be. Why was I in South America in November 
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Arnaldo Nicoli (r) and Jimmy Lewis, and some other 
Jackass. Arnaldo and Jimmy won the overall. 
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‘96? Why were we (MW2) filming the 
Incas Rally? 

Two words: Franco Acerbis. 

For those who have not had the plea- 
sure of meeting Franco (never “Mr. 
Acerbis”), you're missing the boat. 
Franco is the "capo di capo” (boss of 
bosses). But not in the hated employer 
vein, more so the "I want to party with 
that cat" thang. I’m not sure who 
dreamed it up, but as a deja vu to the 
first Incas Rally five years ago, Acerbis 
and Seals Communication (a.k.a. 
Motoworld/MW2, my employer) collab- S 
orated on the first ever made-for-TV @ 
rally. Not only did this mean racing 
would be structured around camera 
access or shot possibilities, but that 
they would also add in entertaining 
twists such as special tests to include 
donkey racing, rafting with motorcy- 
cles on board, and so on. Good TV 
family entertainment. If the staff could 
dream it up, Franco & Co. could pull it off. 

Not many people could organize a first-ever 
race up the access road to Machu Picchu. You 
need to make calls, grease palms, have con- 
nections, be rich. It’s not just the money. 
People want to help Franco, and vice versa. 
He’s that type of person. You gotta love this 
guy. His passion (or one of them) in life is to 
see everyone enjoy. Enjoy food, travel, compe- 
tition, camaraderie. What better venue than an 
international rally in a foreign country? 

As the host of MW2, who gets the pleasure of 
riding on the show, I was entered in the event 
and teamed up with Chris Smith. Chris is a Six 
Days legend, Drew Smith’s little brother. No 
mere shadow, though; this kid is fast. Gold 
medal in this year’s Trophy Team effort in 
Finland, enduro wizard, and just all-around 
adorable child from New Jersey. We knew going 
into it that we would have a lot of laughs. 
Fortunately, we also were very serious about 
racing and were well prepared. Chris carried his 
CR250 down to Peru in his luggage. American 
Honda arranged for an XR600 to be sent to 
their Peruvian distributor for me. Thanks! 

1 asked Scott Summers' mechanic, Fred 
Bramblet, if he would help me out. Summers 
was scheduled to compete in the rally teamed 
with Kevin Hines, but tweaked his knee in 
Japan prior to the trip. Who better than Fred to 
wrench an XR600! I told Hines what bike Га 
ride, and he said "You're a brave man, Jerry." 
Where did that pit in my stomach come from? I 
needed power and reliability. Translation: Big 
Honda Four Stroke. 

The story would be so-so if I told it day by day. 
Instead, I'll give you the highlight/bullet point 
mode of description. Ups and downs are as fol- 
lows: 

* On day one, we have a 20k special test. Two 
hours of laps around fast cart roads, deadly 
hairpins, rocky switchbacks and so on. It was 
big fun. Finally, after all the pomp and circum- 
stance, we went racing. Sure the XR was big, 
but it hauled ass. We finished in third overall, 
and transferred to the next test: the dreaded 
donkey race. 

Picture this: 15 donkeys horrified as 26 guys 
in neon run at them and attack. 15,000 foot 
elevation, five sections up and down stairs, in 
and around Inca ruins. One guy rides, the team- 





The triumphant hero accept the spoils of victory. Although 
Bernardo appears to be wearing a leopard-skin, slit-front skirt, 
please do not mistake him for anything but a Serious Racer. 
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If you're going to play on the railroad tracks, at least 
do it with the right head wear. 


mate pulls, pushes, whatever. Trials-style scor- 
ing—you know, dabs one point, crash, five. 
Well, you haven't lived until you've hauled a 
stubborn donkey around with knee braces and 
Sidi boots at 15,000 feet after a hare scram- 
bles! We finished fourth. 

* On the second day's special test, while blast- 
ing through some small mountain village, the 
cheering locals threw out handfuls of rose 
petals as you wheelied past. Talk about Moto 
National Geographic! That really sticks out as a 
visual for me. 

* Puerto Maldonado, the jungle. This town is 
so weird. I was there two days and only saw five 
cars or buses. It's all motorcycles—ancient 125 
Kawies, SL 70s, rickshaws with beat old 
Hondas for power. The town never sleeps, nor 
did we. Jimmy Lewis, my roommate, came 
home late and 1 complained about how loud it 
was (our hotel was on the main drag). He gave 
me earplugs. | woke up in the a.m. and saw 
Jimmy with one T-shirt wrapped around his 









i i — ' SCHICKEN — TES TEE. VF E “ТЇЇТЕВ 
Authorized СС ууз) SZAVA YA Dealer, $SAV a SSAVES SSAVES $SAVES  $SAVE$ 





EMIG $ BRAD: 


pr MOTO Б PRO LaROCCO MSR 96 
$ 99 
TAL a 179 






ча 
з 


"P ANSWER 95 
119% 





ANSWER 96 


5179" MXA 





2 N > 9 TT N 
i 96 FORCE JT RACING ALLOY сз 
ЅҮЅТЕМБ SINISALO TECH — SINISALO SCD5 — 96 STYLUS PANTSUERSEY —— PANTSUERSE | c урмон || HANDGUARDS STEEL 
PANTS/JERSEY PANTS/JERSEY PANTSJJERSEY  PANTS/JERSEY 509% 5119% саро 49 BIKE STANDS 
509% $3109% $169% 3139% w/Edge Boots 219” 46 ALLOY +29” $9Q99 
RAGE Pants/Jersey '79" „ WIGX2 Boots'299" Kid's Sizes 22, 24, 26 "99" 













SINISALO GEAR BAG 5499. ЕЩ УЕ 


HAIN 
OR '20" WITH A 150° PURCHASE BIG SAVINGS! CHAIN 9» 
Opa CLEARANCE! Н cicer mr asi i ar 
AEE ШЇ 0520507. NOW ов" 
GRIPS Regina 520 ORS НОМ #89" 


SCOTT now's” РВЕ MIX OIL 

Oury NOW ‘5° ps t now КА 
Bel Ray MC1 

KRYPTONITE Bel Вау НІА ҺОМ Ч» 

NY Chain-6 ft. NOW'109" YamalubeR МОМ” 

NY Chain -3 ft. МОМ 589" Kawasaki K2R — NOW 2" 


Size — Price 
28-34 

28-32 

28-3; 

28-40 


KIDNEY BELTS 
$93%9 
REGULARLY '39" 





ANSWER TKO 







HRP 


Sr 8600 Cable - 6 ft. NOW'79" Maxima SuperM МОМ "3" 
EA 99" . ч 30:38 8600 Cable - 3 ft. NOW 50° 


Disc Lock NOW *26* 


KIDNEY BELTS 
Was ‘36° НОМ ‘29% BARS 


ANSWER ProForm Was ‘39% NOW *19* Starting at 


LT. Was '38" NOW 26" 
Sinisalo Was'45" НОМ '38" rs 
A 

[A enthal За] ACER 

nD AIR 


CHAIN AND SPROCKET FILTERS 


KITS STARTING AT Twin Air? 
3659 321" each 
By the pair :39* 


CLR 199° J JR 1699 мн 4 591% ШЗ 


ALSO AVAILABLE CR, KX, & YZ 





MSR SYSTEM 6 109” 
FLEXGUARD *109" 





e 
HONDA 
PANTS/JERSEY y 
GLOVES 
CHEST PRO 


SCALLS 


SYSTEM 6 PROCOMP Т1 96 65Х EDGE2 EDGE YOUTH 
5489" 899  wo/89* °179 +109 09% 














PANTS/JERSEY 


DUNLOP 
Simply the best for your bike. 


SUE 0752. 0737 ex K695. > 0707 
































80x21 — $49.00 — $50.00 

100x18 a 0 $51.00 
EVO LTD == ‚|| 110x18 0 00 $54.00 
$209% SX PRO RSX TECH 7 TECH5 AXO RC3 100x19 $ $56.00 ө 





do 91099 5169# 209" САЦ 51799 || 1101 ET 00 


JR. EVO 109” TECHS AXO RC2 "139" 








FAX ORDERS: 508-583-5529 ze Send $1.00 for catalog to: 
INQUIRIES: 508-584-1451 Brockton Cycle Center 
More stuff on the Net! = -—| 2020 Main Street 
HTTP://206.109.21.130/BROCKTON/ C 


Brockton, MA 02401 D03-97 


head like a toothache, and another bandanna 
style, and his head sandwiched between the pil- 


lows! 
coming soon to national enduro-near * It rained all night and morning. The jungle 
P : F М : would be nasty. We had a test of 15k to ride for 
yoü, Капа three hours. Some people looked grim, think- 


ing about the mud and rain. Hines looked like 
he’d won the lottery! There were two river 
crossings, with shoddy tree-trunk bridges. 
Bridge one was okay, but the second one was 
gnarly. A muddy descent down to logs across 
the water, and a greasy Blackwater bog uphill. 
Only riders could help each other—no outside 
help. It took 15 to 20 minutes to get a 600 up 
the hill, with six guys and two ropes! 

One guy kicked his bike over on the bridge 
until he was blue in the face. | offered to try 
starting it. I said “Hold the bike.” After four 
: ; kicks the clutch side grip came right off, and | 
jalways { took a swim. Picture this: muddy anaconda 
"trophy. And э soaked Amazon river, up to my chin holding an 
2 XR600 bench press style off my face. Dario 
Agrati, Italy’s premier off road photographer, 
just stood there, pinning the motor winder. 
“Grande, Jerry, grande!” He loved it. Did the 
guy I was helping? No. Cylinder full of water, no 
spare plug. Ouch! I got on my bike and drove 
off. Only test winners Nicoli and Lewis, and 
Kevin Hines, Chris Smith and myself, would 
make two and a half laps. Everyone else only 
did one. 58k, three hours! We finished second. 

* Pavement race around cones on the airport 
runway? Suzuki roadracers Aaron Yates and 
Mark McDaniels showed their road race skills 
on this one, kicking major booty to finish first 





; ; and second, respectively. Knobbies wide open 
1115 Milan Avenue, Amherst, Ohio 44001 on asphalt. Great recipe for disaster! Aaron, 
Phone: 216-988-4474 Fax: 988-4476 two-wheel drift in fourth gear! 
* The windy bus road up to Machu Picchu. 
TRAILERS CALL FOR FREE First ever race to the top. Very dangerous. 


Paved only two weeks earlier. The road had 


INFORMATION PACKET! sand and rain water all over it. Buses take 40 


minutes to crest the ascent. Kevin Hines holds 


LEADER IN QUALITY AND CLASS! d the record: 6:29! The mayor gave him a plaque. 

" s a Some American tourists bitched about us doing 

Drop down rear ramp for easy loading and unloading. it, but you know what they say in New York: F 
Light weight for easy towing with smaller tow vehicles. | them. We finished second. 


* Note: The only way to Machu Picchu is by 
train, three hours. The guy tells Franco, "I have 


Available in 10’, 12’, 14’, 16’, and 20' box lengths. 


Slanted sides and nose for aerodynamic perfection. T | the best first class car coming." Franco says, "1 
All tubular steel frame and rollbar construction. MSS: i don’t want it. I want a cattle car with hay and 

i i 7 : $ d shit on the floor." The guy says, "It's the same 
independent SUs penson torsion axles. Р à s ч price!” Franco says “Sold!” About 55 of us rode 
Fiberglass enclosed trailers. маем zd in this thing, including Franco. It was a howl! 


Hanging off the slats outside the car, hamming 
it up for the cameras. Big time danger. 

* Sometimes we flew to the next town. Some 
in regular airlines, some with the bikes in old 
cargo planes, totally unique. Stinky, noisy, 
smell of AV gas. Life on the big rally circuit. 

* Did I mention we were in South America? 
Before I left, 1 got shots for yellow fever, hepati- 
tis, typhoid, rubella, mumps, measles, malaria. 
Makes you feel like something's not clean down 
there. Correcto mundo! When I saw a lady in 
the open air market, sitting in the gutter with a 
dirty sheet covered with raw red meat (for sale), 
I almost hurled. She might have been barking 
"Road kill, road kill...!” Lotsa people got sick. 
Fred Bramblet sucked up some IV fluids, 
Franco's wife got sick, lots of people had the 
runs. It was so tricky to know what to eat. It all 
looked good. There were no Dunkin Donuts. 1 
can't work like this. 

* Last day of racing. Punta Sol, the coast, a 
beautiful beach resort, bungalows on the beach 
(Franco, you're the best!). The course was two 
miles of beach, and another three miles of sand 
washes, fast roads, silty razorbacks, with a 
choppy downhill leading back to the beach. 
There were two 13-man semis, top seven to the 
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GRIFFIN VEHICLE SERVICE Routes each lap. Chris hole-shotted and was gone. 


24 HR. PARTS HOTLINE 532 & 563 Hines, Nicoli and myself to follow. Fred jetted 
Chatsworth my bike for 90 mph; bye bye on the beach, bay- 
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UILT FOR CHAMP 


GOOD LUCK : Хар 
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clip-on, reversible; 
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for Sprocket Specialists 

* Widest range of gearing 

* Choice of popular styles 

* Proven race tough, time 
after time 


“I've depended on Sprocket 
Specialists for all of my 
> X. TN National Championships"! 
-Randy Hawkins 
* Manufacturers of н 


Titan Tough, the original 
hardened aluminum sprocket 


Sprocket Specialists 


P.O. Box 265 • Palermo, СА 95968 


* Case Hardened * Heat Treated 
@DIRT RIDER Magazine, Photo of Randy Hawkins by Mark Kariya 
See your local dealer for the best sprockets available 





Trail Rider 





A young Cuzco Clapton waits for his cue. Where did 
these crazy gringo motorcyclists come from? 


ning sixth starting my tenth lap when I got black 
flagged. Chris was right on my tail about to lap 
me. Double points for the day. Recurring 
theme—we finished second. Chris got first fol- 
lowed by Nicoli, Hines, Lewis, the six-time 
Chilean enduro champ, and team Cosa Nostra's 
Jerry B. This would solidify our finish in second 
place overall. 

* You know when you wear a chest protector 
with an enduro coat over it. Did you ever fanta- 
size about putting on a life vest also? Then your 
racing bib? And motoing? The raft test was such 
an event. Don that gear and blast a 15k cart 
road wide open, I mean pinned, parallel to the 
river to where the rafting begins. Load the bikes 
onto a wooden platform on the raft and begin a 
trek down class 5 rapids for an hour and a half. 
Try paddling with that stuff on. I felt like the 
Michelin tire guy. There was a guide, steering. 
This test was grueling. At the finish, dock the 
raft, unload the bikes, and ride up a 40-foot off- 
camber hill. Cool! Continuity won't have me 
claiming second. We finished first! Chris said he 
canoed a lot, I just have upper body strength 
from beating people to death with an oar. 

* Pit support is crucial. We had the luxury of 
assistance from Chris' girlfriend Agnieszka and 
Hines' girlfriend Larraine. Also Fred, when he 
wasn't hurling out both ends. Fred brought a 
big coffin full of parts that I inherited when 
Scott was a no-show. Not only was our pit help 
on the ball, but they were pretty, too (editor's 
note: I think this includes Fred, but I’m not 
sure). Can't thank them enough. I told Chris he 
had to thank Agnieszka for me (it was a nightly 
ritual). I gave Larraine back rubs. 

* We named our team "Team Cosa Nostra" 
which is slang for The Mafia. The Italians 
thought it was great. | made a shirt with Marlon 
Brando from the cover of the Godfather video, 
with goggles on his forehead. Lots of people 
sponsored us (551), so all those logos were on 
the back. The headline on the back read "The 
Good Team with the Bad Reputation." My ARS, 
Gouge, SRC; American Honda XR600 ran phat! 
Every time I’d say something heinous, Chris 
would say "That's so precious, Jerry." We 
laughed so hard. Training paid off. І felt good. 
Got a big trophy, and made beautiful network 
timekilling television. First time three-camera 
shoot, Dan Walsh, Doug Franke, and Bob from 
Arkansas wielded the 30-pound Beta cams. My 
producer Logan got dirty! Todd let Peruvian 
children steal his sunglasses. Bonnello shot 
over 2,000 photos. No one got hurt (bad). 
There were 130 people in the group. The final 
special test each day was finding your bags. О 
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iding dirt bikes isn’t just our business—we do it for fun. 
But when it comes to testing new bikes, evaluating the 
latest riding gear or analyzing trick aftermarket hardware, 
we get serious. We employ the expertise of hard-core 
testers like eight-time National enduro champion Dick 
Burleson, off-road legend Larry Roeseler and world-ranked GP 
MXer Mike Healey. Add top guest instructors in all facets of 
dirt competition like Jeremy McGrath, Ty Davis, Guy Cooper, 
Malcolm Smith, Steve Lamson, Randy Hawkins, Steve Hatch 
and Scott Summers, and you've got an 
impressive panel of experts. 

Editor Ken Faught has been riding for over 
15 years and has competed in more than 650 
motocross and off-road events. He's raced 
everything from GNCCs in Florida, to 
arenacross in Ohio and desert races in 
Nevada. Heck, he's even got ISDE experience, 
plus he's traveled the world over, covering 
events in Spain, France, Switzerland and the 
Czech Repubic. 

Editorial Director Tom Webb’s list of racing 
credits includes multitime AA National enduro 
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rankings, ISDE experience and, most recently, a championship 
in the 1995 AMA GNCC series. You know those riding 
fantasies that most of us have? Toms fulfilled them. 

Test Editor Karel Kramer hopped on his first bike in 1965, 
and he's become our walking encyclopedia of technical 
knowledge about every machine produced since. 

Mark Kariya began riding in his dad's orange groves back in 
the mid '60s. Since then “Kato” has ridden and raced literally 
every type and size of motorcycle known to man, and has 
survived the Baja 1000 more than a half 
dozen times. 

That's the serious part of Dirt Rider. It's 
been that way since our first issue in 1982. 
And we think that's pretty intense. 

Perhaps that's why Dirt Rider magazine 
is the world's largest dirt bike publication. 
Our readers know that for the straight 
scoop from the guys who really know, Dirt 
Rider delivers. 

Or perhaps it's because when the 
workday is over, we're still just a bunch of 
guys who like to go riding. 
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South Jersey Enduro Riders present the 30th 


CURLY FERN ENDURO 


March 23, 1997 Indian Mills, NJ Key time: 8:00 A.M. 


EM Start: Event starts at Indian Mills Deer Club, Atsion Road, Indian Mills, NJ. Turn west on 
EX Atsion Road from NJ Route 206, about 7.5 miles north of Hammonton, and 10.3 miles south of 
the Route 70/Route 206 circle. 

Starting Position: Will be determined by a drawing. All pre-entries MUST be received by 
March 15, 1997. Confirmation of rider number and event information will be mailed after the 
drawing. Entries received after the drawing will be assigned numbers following all pre-entries. 
Entry fee: $30 pre-entry, $35 post-entry. No entry fee will be charged for Masters class (60 & 

: over). Make checks payable to S.J.E.R. Mail entries to South Jersey Enduro Riders, 49 
Sherwood Drive, Turnersville, NJ 08012. No refunds to accepted entrants. For information call (609)227-5078. 
Course: Approximately 100 miles of sand roads, fire cuts, and South Jersey trails. The gas stop will be located 
back at the start (approx. 48 ground miles per half). And, back by popular demand, SJER will provide an A- 
RIDER ONLY LOOP. ALL A RIDERS WILL RIDE THE А-ГООР. 
Trophies: Will be awarded to all ECEA classes, including a Trail class for riders not riding for ECEA points. 
Trail class riders will not ride the A loop. 

Requirements: All entrants must be 18 years old, or older. All riders must have a valid motorcycle drivers 
license, registration and insurance. All machines must be fitted with a valid license plate (no cardboard or duct 
tape plates), headlight, tail light, and an exhaust system equipped with a spark arrestor. The machine must be 
capable of passing an AMA sound test. All entrants must have a current ECEA card. ECEA tests will be given 
for new riders on Saturday and Sunday. There is no fee for this test. NETRA and SETRA cards will be accept- 
ed. All entrants must be current members of the AMA. AMA applications will be available at sign-up. NO PIT 
RACING! Pit racers will be disqualified. The starting field is a working farm field, please treat this soil with 
respect. Ride with caution while in field. 

Sign-Up: Open from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 22, and beginning at 6:00 a.m. on Sunday, 
March 23. To avoid delays for everyone, bring proof of motorcycle driver’s license, registration and insurance 
to sign-up. ALL RIDERS will have to present this documentation BEFORE receiving rider packets. NO 
EXCEPTIONS, NO EXCUSES! 

Food: Will be available at the deer club. A top-rate spaghetti dinner will be available Saturday night, breakfast 
and lunch will be available on Sunday. 

Accommodations: Plenty of free camping space available at the start. No alcoholic beverages. 

Hob & Nob Motel, Route 206 at Route 70, Vincentown NJ (609)859-3488. 
Ramada Inn, 308 White Horse Pike, Hammonton NJ (609)561-5700. 











SANCTIONED 





— к= же ше шы e шы — — — — e í— шыш тыш — — эш сыйы ыы aa шы] Sent ша a Ss i ашы шй шш ыш шя шуш 

Release and Waiver of Liability and Indemnity Agreement | 

PLEASE READ AND SIGN THIS RELEASE! І 

Мате Аде | hereby give up all rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American Motorcyclist І 
Ё === —. — Association and its district organizations, the sponsoring club of this event, the promoters, sponsors and 
Address all other persons, participants or organizations conducting or connected with this event, for any injury to 


property or person | may suffer. including crippling injury or death, whether such injury arises while | am 
Preparing for or participating in the event, or while | am on the event premises. 


City —Ó—Q € — State | know the risks of danger to myself and my property while participating in the event and while upon 
the event premises and. relying on my own judgment and ability. assume all such risks of loss and here- 

Zip by agree to reimburse all costs to those persons and organizations connected with this event for dam- 
А — ————— SC cagesiIncurred'as’a:restilt’ oft my negligence 

Phone(areacode) |. | | | | .  . Signature 

ECEA No. — —  . . | | |  . .  . . Vehicle No. 

АМА №.  .  J .  Expies. . |. à Witness 

АМА Club Name: .— |. | | | Address 


Participant under 18 must have 


BikeMake: |. | .  Á A Displacement: : х 
P notarized parent/guardian signature! 


Check skil! level and class below: 


-=M 


ОАА ОА ОВ Ос Parent/Guardian Signature (sign іп ink) 
О Senior (40+) А-В О Super Senior (50+) А-В 
C Four Stroke А-В-С C Women oe 
| Clveteran (30+) A-B-C C Masters (60) Commission Expires ———————— 
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Sunday March 16, 1997 Keytime: 8:00AM 


Location: Interboro Gun Club, route 563, Green Bank, NJ. 
Directions: 

From PA, Take Route 70 to Route 72 (circle) , right on 563 to gun club 

From South Jersey, take,route 30 west to 563 north SANCTIONED 


From North Jersey, take 206 south. to route 38 east (Diner & wawa) through next light then bear right towards 
Ongs Hat to route 70/72 circle, then east on route 72, right onto 563 
ALL RIDERS MUST HAVE AN AMA AND ECEA CARD, REGISTRATION, LICENSE PLATE, MOTORCYCLE 
DRIVERS LICENSE, INSURANCE CARD, SPARK ARRESTOR/MUFFLER, HEADLIGHT, AND TAILIGHT. 





Sign-up: Saturday 2:00PM to 7:00PM ECEA TEST AVAILABLE . | 
Sunday 6:00AM to start SATURDAY ONLY Camping Saturday Night Only 
For additional iformation call: (609) 767-2023 10:30PM Noise Curfew 


Pre-entry fee: $30; Post-entry fee: $35 
Make checks payable to: Meteor Motorcycle Club 
ма! to: 2 1 1 1 Rosella Ave., Atco, NJ. 08004 
RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT, SANDY LANE ENDURO, 3/16/97 


| hereby give up the rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American Motorcycle Аѕосісћоп ond its district organizations. the 
Meteor Motorcycle Club, the promoters, sponsers, and all other persons. participants or organizations conducting or connected with This ev ent 
for any injury to property | may suffer, including crippling injury or death, wh ether such injury arises while Lam preparing for or participating in the 
event or while | am on the event premises. | know the risks of danger to myself and my property while participating in the event and while upon 
the event premises and, relying on my own Judgement and ability, assume all nsks of loss and hereby agree to reimburse all costs to those 
persons and organizations connected with this event for damages incurred as a result of my negligence. 


SORRY...NO RIDERS UNDER 18 ALLOWED 


Name AMA Е EXP. 
Address Е tilde E ECEA # Club 
Ci : 

ity . State _____ др Bike Make —— —— — - Displacement 
Phone (Home) (Work) 


Do noi wiile in this area or you will be given а number 
older than the eveni! 


Rider Classification ААО АО BO CO Age 





© Light (125) O Veto О Four Stroke 
O Medium-ight О ОООО O Women 
O Medium (250) 09 О Vintage 
О Super Senior (50+) A.B) des ied: 
talea аа © Masters 60+) О hop Sinis) Rider Number Class Code — Payment Problem 


SIGNATURE Date Witness 








Living on your Bike 





Dirt Bike Camping 


Picking and packing the right gear for the ultimate outdoor experience 


by Don Planalp 


От motorcycling is fun enough when 
enjoyed all by itself. But if you can 
incorporate yet another great outdoor sport 
into it, well, then you've got real adventure. 
Trail riding and camping is just such a com- 
bination. You can enjoy the great outdoors 
on two wheels, then live in it when you're 
done. It doesn't get any better than that. 

Luckily, equipment perfectly matched for 
off-road motorcycle camping is readily avail- 
able. It was designed for another popular 
activity—backpacking. The considerations 
riders should use to select camping equip- 
ment—size, weight, performance and con- 
venience—are the same backpackers use. 
When cargo space is extremely limited— 
whether it's on your back or on your bike— 
equipment selection is critical. 

Gimme Shelter 

The four basic items you need to stay 
warm, dry and comfortable after a hard 
day's ride are a tent, a ground cloth, a sleep- 
ing bag and a sleeping mat. Without a well- 
planned "outdoor bedroom," aches and 
pains from the trail will still be there when 
you wake up the next morning—plus all the 
ones you picked from a cold, wet night on 
hard ground. 

Tents come in all sizes, but only those at 
the small end of the spectrum are small and 
light enough to strap to a motorcycle. The 
popular, two-man dome tents offer enough 
room for you and all your riding gear (pro- 
tecting helmets, boots, tools, etc. is an 
important consideration if foul weather is 
expected). With prices ranging starting at 
$50, the ubiquitous dome style is afford- 
able and packs small enough to strap on a 
seat or luggage rack, or stuff into a back- 
pack. 

Another good choice is the one-man bivvy 
tent. Bivvy tents aren't for the claustropho- 
bic. Many claim a two-person capacity, but 
study the actual dimensions—there's usual- 
ly only room for 
one person laying | 
down, and not | 
much else. Ranging — 
from $40 to over | 
$200, they offer an | 
even smaller bulk | 
and weight than | 
dome tents. Pup | 
tents also are an 
option if you don't 
mind the less con- 
venient pitching 
methods of tradi- | 
tional tents with |. 
vertical poles and | 
guy ropes. [е 

The disassembled | 
size of your tent ` 
poles is critical. 
Lengths over 24^ 
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The legendary U.S. military MRE is more than just a bag 
of food. It's food, drink, candy, beverage and toiletries. 


can be awkward, or even dangerous, if 
strapped crosswise on the bike on tight 
trails. Try lashing them lengthwise under 
your thigh, along the bottom edge of your 
seat 

It'S a good idea to try out any tent before 
your first trip. Become familiar with pitching 
procedures, in case you need to do it in the 
dark. Also, make sure all the pieces were 
included and there are no leaks in the fab- 
ric or seams. If the instruc- 
tions recommend waterproof- 
ing the seams, do it—then 
hose it down in the backyard 
and check for leaks. A rainy 
night in the woods isn't the 
time for surprises. 

All tents and bivvies come 
with stuff sacks. Use them— 
you can stuff other items into 
any extra spaces, and the sack 
will keep loose fabric ends 
and poles from getting caught 
(and possibly damaged) by 
branches along the trail. 

Never set up a tent on bare 
ground—always use a ground 
cloth to keep the tent floor off 
wet ground. Remember to 
tuck the edges of an oversized 
ground cloth under the tent 
edges to avoid a "bowl effect" 
in a rainstorm. Ground cloths 
also protect tent floors from 
holes and tears caused by 
sharp stones, roots and sticks. Cost isn't an 
issue—nylon ground cloths are cheap as, 
well—ground. 

It’s In The Bag 

A good sleeping bag is probably your most 
critical equipment selection. The old flan- 
nel-lined, fiberfill bag that was just fine for 
Boy Scout camp probably won't do for off 
road motorcycle camping. The size of the 
bag when compressed is the key factor— 
the smaller it will roll or stuff, the less bulky 


it will be on the 
bike. Compressed 
size is mostly a 


function of filling 
amount 
Unfortunately, so is 
warmth. So there’s 
definitely a 
size/warmth trade- 
off to be made for 
riders camping in a 
cool climate. 
Consider consulting 
someone їп the 
sleeping bag depart- 
ment of a special- 
ized outdoor 
store—an expert 
who really knows 
his bags—to make 
sure you get exactly 
what you need. 


For warm-climate campers, finding a bag 
that’s warm, small and cheap (less than 
$100) is easy. Sleeping bags suitable for 
motorcycle camping run anywhere from 
$50 to over $200. A little research up front 
will keep your expenditures as low as possi- 
ble. Your goal: Find the bag that has the 
right mix of size and warmth for your spe- 
cific needs. 

An item that’s worth its weight in gold for 





If you just pack it all with you, you never have to stop riding. Yes, 
there is a motorcycle under all of Sidney Dickson's luggage. 


the off-road camper is a sleeping mat. Mats 
come in a variety of designs, from egg crate- 
style foam rubber to inflatable vinyl mat- 
tresses. Closed-cell (won’t soak up water) 
polyurethane foam pads are available for 
$5-$25. Self-inflatable Thermarest-style, 
nylon-covered, closed-cell foam pads are 


Fi тиктеш DHIRD 


m Chicken Stew 


Chunks of Chicken 
and Vi 


in a thick cream sauce. 





Freeze-dried backpacking food is light weight and 
fairly good tasting. 
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popular, and also roll up small enough (4”- 
6" wide cylinder, 11"-21^ long) to be practi- 
cal. You can find these self-inflatable pads 
for $30-$90, depending on the size and fea- 
tures. If a good night's sleep is at the very 
top of your priority list, sacrifice a little 
space and weight and purchase a high-qual- 
ity, twin-size air mattress for about $25. 
Caution—you'll have to inflate it with lung- 
power unless you bring along a pump. 

Another sleep-related luxury campers 
might want to consider: a fiberfill or down 
camp pillow. The cost is only $5 to $20. 

Slaving Over A Hot Stove 

Unless you can face beef jerky, candy bars 
and cheese crackers for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, a good stove is a must. Like 
other outdoor equipment, camp stoves 
come in a variety of shapes and sizes, but 
only backpacking stoves offer the compact- 
ness suitable for dirt bike travel. 

The primary criteria for selecting a stove 
are size and fuel. Serious backpackers con- 
sider differences of mere ounces when pick- 
ing stove models, but weight isn't as critical 
to bikers. However, size is just as important 
to both groups. All backpacking stoves are 
small, but some are smaller than others. 
Stove buyers also can pick from several fuel 
options. 

Among the most popular micro-stoves is 
the MSR Whisperlite, a spider-like folding 
steel contraption that connects to a sepa- 
rate fuel bottle. Whisperlites and similar 
stoves come in several models that can 
burn a variety of fuels—unleaded gasoline, 
white gas, or kerosene. Light, compact and 
indestructible, this $50 stove is good bet 
for bikers interested most in size. They can 
boil a quart of water in 4 minutes and oper- 


























Without it, they’re history. 


Join Blue Ribbon Today! 
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Why should us easterners join Blue Ribbon? Aren’t they 
just active in the West? No! Blue Ribbon has become the most 
active land access organization in the USA! They have helped us in 
the Massachusetts state forest ban, trail access in Pennsylvania, and 
legalization issues in New Jersey. They are truly a national organi- 
zation even though they are based in Idaho. 

Should we only support Blue Ribbon? No! They are just 
one of a growing network of land access organizations across the 
country. Never put all your eggs in one basket. You should support 
Blue Ribbon, the AMA, and all of your local trail access organiza- 
tions, as well as riding/racing organizations like the ECEA, 
NETRA and all the rest. In unity there is strength! 

What is Blue Ribbon going to do for me? They are going to 
continue fighting for trail users’ rights in Washington, like they 
have been with the Symms Recreational Trails Fund Act, and get 
into the thick of things on a local level, like they’ve done in 
Massachusetts. But they can only do it with your financial support. 

How should I support them? By joining Blue Ribbon, with 
the coupon at right. Also, if you have any suggestions or ideas, call 
them at (208)237-1557, fax them at (208)237-1566, or e-mail them 
at their Compuserve address, 73563-1551. There are real people at 
the other ends of those numbers, and they want your feedback and 
support. With your help, they can continue to fight for your rights. 


ate more than an hour on one 22 oz. 
bottle of fuel. A variety of other 
stoves are available at camping 
stores. 

Trail riders might find that a stove 
that burns unleaded gas is the most 
convenient, regardless of size— 
there's something to be said for 
draining your cooking fuel out of the 
bike's tank petcock instead of carry- 
ing special fuel (assuming you ride a 
four-stroke). 

Campground Cuisine 

Fresh food is a tall order in motor- 
cycle camping, unless you intend to 
stay at a commercial campground 
like KOA or larger state or federal 
(national forest or national park) 
campgrounds with a nearby conve- 
nience store. 

Like backpackers, some motorcycle 
campers will prefer to prepare their own 
pre-packaged dishes using long shelf-life dry 
goods (beans, pasta, etc.) Larger book- 
stores carry a wide variety of camping cook- 
books for do-it-yourself gourmet diners. 

However, most people find commercial 
backpacking dishes, or even pre-packaged, 
complete, multi-course meals like the infa- 
mous U.S. military MRE (Meal, Ready-To- 
Eat), are the most convenient source of sus- 
tenance. 

MREs have come a long way since the 
early models, and get better all the time. 
Virtually indestructible in their heavy vinyl 
pouches, they offer an entree, plus a sub- 
stantial snack (like peanut butter and crack- 
ers), dessert, gum, candy, condiments, pow- 
dered beverage, utensil and even toilet 
paper! All you need is water to hydrate 


You Can Make A Difference — With Blue Ribbon! 
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Help Prevent Closures => 
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Land Use and Access Rights are under attack all across America. Now is the 
time to actively protect your interests, rights & resources. Enjoy 12 months 
of BlueRibbon Magazine. Join BlueRibbon today! Phone 800-BLUERIB 


Send to: BlueRibbon Coalition. P.O. Box 5449, Pocatello ID 83202 
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1 Е ] YES, sign me up for a one-year BlueRibbon Membership. 





The MSR Whisperlight folding stove is the Cadillac of back- 
packing stoves, and it can burn many different fuels. 


some of the entrees and the instant coffee 
packet. For everyone except those with 
picky palates, MREs may offer the best com- 
bination of cost, menu and ease of stor- 
age/preparation. 

Commercial freeze-dried dishes such as 
the Mountain House line of breakfast, 
lunch/dinner and dessert foods require only 
boiling water. A pouch that delivers 20 oz. 
of food costs about $5-%6 dollars, depend- 
ing on the item. Backpacker’s Pantry, 
Richmoor, and AlpineAire are other popular 
brands with similar menus апа prices. 
Among the several manufacturers, you can 
find just about any dish you can imagine. 

The best option for cookware in which to 
prepare these delights is nesting aluminum 
or stainless steel pot kits. Some feature 
non-stick coatings for easier cooking and 
cleanup. Aluminum sets are cheaper and 
lighter than stainless steel sets, but with alu- 
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minum, temperature 
control and cleaning 
is more difficult. 

Let There Be Light 

Nothing is worse 
than stumbling 
around a dark camp 
with a failing or inad- 
equate flashlight. To 
light up your entire 
camp all at once 
instead of one little 
spot at a time, bring 
along a lantern. 
Coleman makes 
white gas and 
unleaded  lanterns 
less than 10" tall that 
can deliver more 
than 5 hours of 75- 
watt light bulb equiv- 
alent burn time— 
longer if you turn the 
brightness down. 
Battery-operated flu- 
orescent and incandescent lanterns also 
come in miniature sizes. Both Coleman 
(Peak 1) and Gaz market tiny lanterns that 
operate on butane/propane or propane 
cylinders. 

The only real decision to make when 
selecting an lantern is whether you'd rather 
carry fuel or batteries. If you buy any model 
with a glass globe, beware—they are fragile. 
Spring for a rigid, plastic carrying case if 
your model purchase didn't come with one. 

Puttin' It АП Together 

Your larger pieces of gear—tent, sleeping 
bag, sleeping mat—probably will come with 
their own stuff sacks. For the other smaller 
items you bring along, you'll need some 
type of appropriately sized, shaped and 
weather-resistant or weatherproof contain- 
ers. 

Nylon stuff sacks are inexpensive, come in 
a variety of sizes, and can be found at most 
outdoors and discount stores. Read the 
label carefully. "Water resistant" doesn't 
mean the same thing as “waterproof.” If you 
ride in a dry climate, a "water resistant" 
coating may suffice. If you expect serious 
rain, go for “waterproof.” Consider using a 
sleeping bag compression device that 
cinches it down the smallest possible size 
(bread loaf-size for a down bag) before 
putting it in a sack. 

A worry-free option is the heavy-weight, 
coated PVC "dry bags" designed for rafting, 
canoeing and other water sports. Made with 
welded seam construction and special 
waterproof closures, these bags are imper- 
vious to any moisture. "Dry bags" come in a 
variety of sizes, and some even have handy 
features like carrying handles or shoulder 
straps that even can be used for lashing 
other weatherproofed items to the outside. 
Chase-Harper and other firms also offer spe- 
cial nylon dual sport luggage such as the 
Hide-Away Tail Trunk with built-in bungees. 

If you run out of places on your seat and 
rear fender to strap all this neat stuff—or 
you can't find any more spots to hook 
bungee cords (Riderwearhouse offers 
license plate bolts with eyes designed for 
bungee hooks for desperate dual 
sporters!)—consider packing some of it on 
your back. A fanny pack won't help much, 
but a $20 daypack will hold a good portion 
of your gear. If you plan to do some serious 
trail riding while wearing the pack, consider 
a model with stability-enhancing features 





You need light to retain a sense of humanity at 
night, and a small Coleman lantern with a pro- 
tective case will light up your whole camp. 


like a sternum strap or 
waist belt. If you wear it 
low enough so that the bot- 
tom rests on your cycle's 
seat while you ride, the 
weight will be on the bike 
and not on your back. 

If you want to carry even 
more on your person, a 


Bag, Inc. of Anaheim, 
Calif., makes a strange- 
looking front-and-back 


pack that resembles cycle 
saddlebags, but fits 
instead over the rider's 
head! It has twice the 
cargo-carrying capacity of a 
regular backpack, and 
apparently is even more 
comfortable because the 
load is more balanced. 
Where to Find Stuff 

Even if you don't live 
near an outdoor store that 
carries backpacking equipment, most of the 
gear mentioned in this article is readily 
available from discount stores, sporting 
good stores, or military surplus stores. If 
you exhaust your local retailers and still 
can't find exactly what you need, there are 
several excellent mail order firms with 
exhaustive selections of camping and back- 
packing gear. 

Riderwearhouse of Duluth, Minn., offers a 
highly-specialized, four-color catalog of 
road- and camp-tested products—including 
a version of almost every item mentioned in 
this article. However, they offer the "best of 
the best, so their selection tends to be 





company named Rader, 


pricey. 

For those who don't need, or can't afford 
the very best, try Campmor in Paramus, N.J. 
Their catalog, although not a four-color, 
slick-paper production, has just about any- 
thing you would ever need—and at good 
prices. A favorite of the serious outdoors 
crowd is Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI) 
of Seattle, Wash. This cooperative features 
catalogs with comparison charts that list the 
features of items like bags, tents, stoves 
and packs so you can see, at a glance, how 
different models stack up against each 
other. 

The veteran outdoors firm L.L. Bean of 
Freeport, Maine, carries a good selection of 
camping and backpacking equipment in its 
catalogs, as do fishing and hunting outfit- 
ters such as Cabela’s of Sidney, Neb., 
Gander Mountain of Wilmot, Wisc., and Bass 
Pro Shops of Springfield, Mo. For catalogs, 
call these numbers: 


Riderwearhouse 1-800-222-1994 
Campmor 1-800-250-2151 
REI 1-800-426-4840 


L.L. Bean 1-800-554-4560 
Cabela's 1-800-257-4444 
Gander Mtn. 1-800-558-9410 
Bass Pro 1-800-227-7776 


When your equipment is picked out, 
checked out, packed up and strapped on, 
you're ready to hit the trail—and stay on it 
overnight this time instead of coming back 
home. 

The author first strapped a sleeping bag 
on a trail bike (1968 Yamaha DT-1) as a 
teenager in 1970. He currently haunts 
Colorado's idyllic single track trails. О 


Are you Dreaming of a New Bike? 


At Razee's, Your Dreams can Come True! 





Rhode Island’s 
Newest Kawasaki 


Dealer! 


Kawasaki 
HONDA 
edm “Dr 
Q2arcary 
e (B) у 
«HONDA 


YAMAHA 
UPS SHIPPING EVERYWHERE 
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YANKEE TRADER 


1994 KTM 400RXC Dual sport, stock, 
with buddy pegs and rack. 6500 miles, 
new tires, jetted, well maintained, etc. 
$3100 obo, must sell soon or I’m throw- 
ing it away. (609)953-7805. 

Wanted: 400cc or larger two-stroke dirt 
bike, 1987 or newer, any condition. Call 
any time, counseling available free of 
charge. (609)654-5465. 

Boots: Brand New Alpinestar Tech 3’s 
Size 11, Black w/ purple trim. Never 
used, still in box. $125 obo. Alan (617) 
270-5985. 

1995 KTM 300E/XC approx. 1500 
miles. Forks revalved, new 
chain/sprockets, rings/gaskets/orings. 
Well maintained and in excellent condi- 
tion. $3400. Call Gary € 502-452- 
4846 days, 609-468-5917 evenings. 
1992 Husqvarna 125WXE Trophy 
machine. very good cond., Vet owned, lo 
miles, many extras. Race prepped by 
WER, NJ title. $1600. 1992 Suzuki 
GS500E New cond., red, 4000 miles, 
nice street bike. (609)875-0850, or 
(609)875-0855 lv. message. 

1990 Honda XR280 Full Al Baker motor 
and susp., 0 miles on dealer rebuilt 
engine. Ready for spring season, $1500. 
Call Tim at (201)505-4854 aft. 7 p.m. 
1975 Penton 250 Hare Scrambler А! 
original parts, re-covered seat, new 
Ceriani gas shocks, heavy flywheel igni- 
tion. One of the first imported, runs well, 
needs polishing. $1000 obo, (609)955- 
7805. 

1995 KTM 4OORXC Exc. cond., low 
miles, EXC exhaust, skid plate, extras. 
$4500 obo. (205)666-8766, leave mes- 
sage if no human answers. 

1994 Suzuki RMX250 Race ready with 
many extras, NJ reg., 4 rides on bottom 
and top end. Asking $2750, must sell 
before '97 season. Call Walt at (609)597- 
4748. 

Offroad Yard Sale! Honda CR/XR parts 
and MX gear. Call for list. (908)495- 
0556. 

1993 Suzuki RMX250 Runs great, susp. 
revalved by WER, Pro Taper bars, well 
maintained. $2200, beeper (201)405- 
5665, day (201)756-5514. 

Husky 610 WXC/E Exc. cond., very low 
hours, all orig. $3500 or best offer. 
(609)255-1591 M-F, 8 a.m.— 6 p.m. 
1995 Honda XR600 Brand new, never 
Started. Florida title. Call Rob at 


413 e 568 e 1638 
ITS WAR PAINT FOR YOUR ШШ LID 
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(609)571-1770. 

1990 Honda XR200 Good cond., 
$1695 obo. Call Rich at (609)571-9555. 
1995 Husky 350WXC Fully street legal, 
exc. cond. $4000 obo, will consider par- 
tial trade. Call Keith at (412)541-8712. 
1995 Honda XR600 Exc. cond., bought 
as leftover in Jan '96. New sprockets 
and chain, hand and disc guards. VT 
title, enduro ready. $5,000 obo, 
(609)268-9772. 

1995 Beta Techno Exc. cond., $5800. 
1985 BMW R80 black, perfect condi- 
tion, $3500. (908)657-6585. 

1995 CRE 125 MA title & reg., WER 
steering damper, Clarke tank, o-ring 
chain and MX parts. (413)448-2629. 
1995 Yamaha YZ125 Low hours, exc. 
cond., needs nothing. Extras, $2400. 
(914)575-5008. 

1995 Husky 125WXE WER motor, sus- 
pension and damper, many spares. 
$2850. (908)671-0512. 

1993 Husky 350WXE four stroke. Fact. 
Conn. susp, MA title, exc. cond. $2495 
obo, call Bob (508)667-8945. 

Sony Sports Video Camera Yellow, 
made for all weather, great for videotap- 
ing races. Plenty of acc. Paid $1200, will 
sell for $600. (201)858-8770. 

1992 CR250 parts Pair of radiators, 
FMF pipe, air filter, gas tank, muffler. 
1995 XR250L parts: 2 IMS gas tanks, 
new DeVol seat cover. Brand new motor- 
cycle trailer, 20001Ь capacity, $550. 
Everything else negotiable. (609)625- 
371359; 


Totally: Devoted 


to 4 Stroke 
Performance 


Call For Catalog 
903-935-0570 








KIM d HOSABERG j 


Motorcycles * Stock Parts 
Motor Mods * Pipes 
Suspension Set-Up For You 
We Ship to You Daily * Let us help you! 
2350 Orangethorpe, Anaheim CA 92806 


(714)449-1271 РАХ (714)449-1374 































CRE Conversion Kits for 1989-95 CR125/250/500 
Lighting Coil Ignition • ISDE Center stands 
150-300cc Big Bore Kits e New Paoli Forks! 

Composite : 

Protection 

Packages 





IMPORTS x. 


(S08)24S-0912. {ax (509)2.- 2605 
SY Spectacle Pond Ter., E. Wareham, МА 02539 








Performance Suspension Work 
Best Prices on all Suzukis! 
‘97 RMX & DR Offroad Contingencies! 


Buzzards Bay Cyclesports 


3095 Cranberry Highway 
Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 • (508)295- 5392 


PIPE HEPAIR $35 


IF WE CAN'T FIX IT, WE REPLACE IT! 


GUARANTEED!* 


ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS, WE ARE THE ORIGINAL AND BEST! 


t 
‘TRE DUKE OF DENT” 
ONE DAY THE MOST EXPERIENCO REPAIRER OF DENTED & 
TURN MASHED PIPES & EXPANSION CHAMBERS ON EARTHI 
AROUND OUR ONLY SPECIALTY SINCE 1985 
OVER 15,00 REPAIRED! 


NEW А USED PIPES из 
BUY-SELL-TRADE USAID 


PANY “RESTRICTIONS APPLY 
FINISH LINE PRODUCTS CO, 


SERVING ALL 50 STATES & CANADA 
800-843-8745 mime 





CALL FOR SERVICE & SHIPPING INFORMATION 


SOLID FOAM TIRE INSERTS 


E n TOP RACERS: KEYIN HINES, TOMMY NORTON, JEFF RUSSELL, SCOTT PLESSINGER, DAN 
JEFF FREDETTE, FRED HOESS, CHRIS SMITH, FRED ANDREWS, DREW SMITH & YOU! 


FRONTS $99.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 
|BEARS $124.95 SIZES NO AIR NEEDEDII 
- TECH PRODUCTS (201) 848-0668 








Titan Tough 
Sprockets $39.95 


Official Sprockets of the 
1996 GNCC Series 
1-800-367-5209 
We Ship World Wide 
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Burly Pegs 


Wider and stronger than stock; sharp and tough to 
keep your feet where they belong. Available for KTM 
and others, call for availability and price. 


PRODUCT LINE CATALOGS AVAILABLE, CALL TODAY 
(517)393-2421 


USED PARTS 


SAVE 50% AT 


DIRT CYCLES 


All Bikes 1977 or Newer 
Strictly Dirt Bikes 


YAM • KAW • SUZ • HON 
KTM * HUS * MORE! 


(508)478-5700 * (508)478-5712 
FAST UPS SHIPPING EVERYWHERE 


ISDE RIDER'S WRENCH 
Quality, American-made nickel-plated wrench weighs 
only 4 oz. and fits in all fanny packs. Comes in 3 popu- 
lar sizes to fit most L/C bikes-wheels and spark plug. 
Only $19.95 each. 


COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 
e ОЕМ Parts • Aftermarket Parts 
e Performance Parts • Complete Shop Services 
* Large Inventory of Used KDX200 Parts 


FREDETTE RACING PRODUCTS 
31745 Dixie Highway * Beecher, IL 60401 
708-946-0999 fax 708-946-3264 


Full Welding 
& Machine Shop 


TIG Welding: 


Pipe Repairs 
Frame Repairs 
Skid Plates 


Cases & Covers 
Chain Guides 
Footpegs 


Custom Projects, Guards 


EQUIPPED TO SOLVE ALL METAL 
REPAIR/REWORK PROBLEMS 


McKenna Metal Service 
Metal Fabrication 


(609)893-1957 
P.U./Delivery to ECEA Enduros 
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RIDE BAJAJ 


richiy supplies us with all things 
to enjoy. 1 Tim. 6:17 


Torq or Mid-Top Pipes 
Because we design the ч 


pipes we are masters at porting. — ?' 
YOU get the most power and torque. 


50сс to 500cc we 
have your pipe and 
silencer, plus porting 


Call (315) 255-3665 
FAX (315) 253-3699 








SUPPORT RIDERS 
JACK LAFFERTY JR., JACK LAFFERTY SR., 
RICHARD LAFFERTY, KEVIN BENNETT, 
AND CLIFF TENNEY 
For All Your Enduro and Cycle Needs, 
Plus Fast, Honest Service! 


AMA Discounts 
UPS Available 


625 NEW ROAD • SOMERS POINT NJ 08244 


(609)927-2071 





*Experience the Legendary BAJA | 

*See the sights on Honda XR's 

*Visit famous Mike’s Sky Ranch 
Minimum age eighteen years old 


IBAJA OFF ROAD ADVENTURES 
| (714)528-6539 


FAX (714) 630-4474 


CORPORATION U.S.A. 
Suspension, Motors, Accessories & More! 


@ EXTREMELY PERSONALIZED, BEST AVAILABLE WORK 


e NO ILLEGAL ALIENS ! JUST PRO CERTIFIED 
TECHNICIANS & EX FACTORY MECHANICS ON STAFF 
© SPECIALIZING IN INORTHEAST'S DEMANDING CONDITIONS 


K.Y.B. 
Showa 
pda k Ohlins/W.P. 
) Penske 
Marzocchi 


908 -928.7800 


CALL FOR FREE PRODUCT INFO & STICKER 
IMPORTING / EXPORTING / LOWEST PRICES 


3 ACRE FACILITY WITH NEWLY CONSTRUCTED WAREHOUSE 
1 MILE FROM SIX FLAGS GREAT ADVENTURE 


ADVENTURE BIG SKY 


COUNTRY 
Bring you gear, come ready to 


To 
Do not fx hope on the uncer- 
tainty of ches but on Godw^o Montana Moto Tours Inc. 


Don't just Dream Dual iti 





(406) 388-7591 





Г EXCEPTIONAL GEAR FOR | 
EVERY KIND OF RIDER. 
Ш Call for our 100 page catalog 


filled with revolutionary 


ÆTT clothing 
, & hundreds of 
other exceptional 
г products such as & у 
clothing, maps, ASIE 
REPEAT. luggage, boots, р 
, books, > 


| electronics, cools & more. 
FREE CATALOG fw 

| 1-800-222-1994 у 
218-722-1927 © FAX 218-720-3610 

8 S. 18" AVE. W. • DULUTH, MN 55806 


RIDERY AH? 






























" JART Rolichart Sample]: 









$27 38.8 | 

Mu AXE 528 39. 24 
ROLLCHARTS 729 396 
ANY ENDURO 730 40.0 4 
ANY TRAIL RIDE 31 40.44 
ANY PLACE 9:32 40.8 24 


«vension ron any тоеп 9:33 41.2 24 
cwn 234 416 
FACTORY RIDERS 9:35 42.0 24 
CALI GN wine 9:36 42.4 24 

1210 N тетен sT 9:37 42.8 24 
ANAHEIM CA 92807 9:38 43.2 24 
$39 43.6 24 


(714) 666-0136 


Heavyweight Flywheels 
An A-LOOP/MOOSE Heavyweight Flywheel increases 


low end power delivery and maximizes traction. 
Used by pro riders worldwide. 


eCall now to receive an A-LOOP Offroad catalog. * 


A-LOOP Offroad The айыз formerly called 
3911 Norwood Drive #G КЕРА 
1-303-791-0035 


Littleton, CO 80125 


R_H. 
PARTS 
AT WHOLESALE 
PRICES 
1-800-648-3569 


SUNNYSLOPE HONDA 


9017 CAVECREEK ROAD * PHX, AZ 85020 
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think this is the funniest quote that I’ve 
|же heard, апа I’ve heard it countless 
times and usually out on the trail far, far 
from any paved road: 

You'll meet a fellow sitting belt 
deep in wet mud with his helmet off to 
one side upside down and filled with a 
great deal of tools and parts from his 
partially dis-assembled motorcycle. 
These fellows will ALWAYS say the same 
thing; a guaranteed favorite quote. They 
say, “the worst part about this is that my 
wife thinks I’m out here having FUN!” 

That’s the funniest - but the rest 
ain’t bad. 

“What this van needs is a new 
van” .... “You NEVER see any state police 
on this road” .... “I think we passed the 
turnoff” ....”Well, that’s where the event 
started LAST year”.... "You mean I didn't 
mail a check with my entry?" ...."You can 
put my name on that trophy right now” 
с "Where is the gas truck?" .... "They 
just reset the key time clock" .... "The 
coffee is almost warm and the donuts 
have been fried in thirty weight oil” .... 
“You can't eat trophies” .... "Then his 
wife filled his Husky with straight gas" .... 
"The bars weren't too wide; the trees 
were too close together" .... “Does ANY- 
BODY know where the gas truck is?" .... 
“Не pushed the bike two miles back- 
ward on the trail and was only a hundred 
yards from a checkpoint when he start- 
ed" .... "It won't start and all of a sudden 
it'S real easy to kick over" .... "He tried 
to let two pounds of air out of his tire 
and the valve jammed open" .... "Well 
it’s not deep now but the early numbers 
went through at high tide" .... "I think he 
rides a new motorcycle every week" .... 

"The only tool he carries is twelve feet 
of clothesline" “Somebody put 
Gatorade in my Gatorade" .... "And my 
wife thinks I’m out here having FUN" .... 
“Just lay there and take it easy; I'll tell 
them at the next check" .... "They re- 
routed so follow the arrows and not the 
tracks” .... "^ I ain't seen him all day and 
he was running the same number" .... 
^Go as fast as you can until you're an 
hour late" .... "The deer walked away 
and I had a broken collar bone" .... "He 
kicked that engine over until his tongue 
was down to his waist" .... "They say the 
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Quotes We Know and Love 


second half is a lot easier" .... "I put my 
leg down but it was six feet too short" .... 
"It was so dusty I couldn't see my front 
fender" .... 

“I’m not lost; I’m just slightly con- 
fused" .... "He always throws up before 
he starts" .... "It'S got so much suspen- 
sion you need a ladder to get on it" 

.. “I hear they're checking for 


stop lights" .... "Me and the 
motorcycle take turns break- 
ing down" .... "Did anybody 


turn in a fanny pack" .... "I 
was laying there thinking I 
was having a heart attack 
and some guy went 
through my pockets 
looking for a master 
link” .... "He finished 
in a pickup truck" .... 
"You expect to get 
your gas can BACK?" 
^Sure he rides 
good; he's been out of 
work for ten weeks" 
“Gotta get in shape” 
“You can have dependable 
or you can have fast, what 


do you want?” “An 
easy enduro is when YOU 
don’t get stuck” “That’s 


what they SAY it weighs; then 
they put fifteen pounds of air in 
each tire” .... “I don’t try to trophy; | 

just ride for the fresh air” .... 

“God bless vice grips, duct tape and tie 
wraps” .... “All I carry is a compass and 
a dime so I can find my way out and 
phone for help” .... "I was doing really 
good until 1 wrapped fifteen feet of 
barbed wire on my countershaft sprock- 


et" .... "If I bore it out once more I'll 
have a stack of big washers" .... "Let's 
find a McDonalds before I starve to 


death" .... "The gas truck?, it just left" .... 
“1 only fall off on left turns, usually" .... 
"Your van will fit in there, just gas it" .... 
^Mike Lafferty was signed up but he did- 
n't make it" .... "Their route sheet cor- 
rections list is longer than their route 
sheet" .... “I don't drink this coffee, I’m 
holding it to try to warm my hands” .... 
^He hasn't ridden in twenty years and 
he's still trying to shift with the brake 
pedal" .... "I know I said it before but 





















this is DEFINITELY my last enduro" .... 
"Then all I had left was six neutrals" .... 
“Не bitches when he gets a late number 
and he bitches when he gets an early 
number; what he wants is the Taj Mahal 
on ball bearings" (This is a famous 
quote credited to showman Billy Rose 
when asked what his wife 
wanted in a divorce settle- 
ment) 
"Then he drove off with 
his helmet and boots on 
the roof of his van" .... 
^| don't know where he 
is but at midnight last 
night he had his trans- 
mission spread all 
over his garage" 
.... "He cut himself 
carving a side 
cover gasket out 
of a pizza box" .... 
“Не tore the right 

side shock off on a 
tree then said he 
always wanted a 
Monoshock anyway” 
“Well your cockamamie 

sound meter might be off a 
little" ...."If HE can make it, I 

can make it” "They 
ALWAYS say they're having a 
nude check" .... "You can't borrow 

my Phillips because you ALREADY 
borrowed it" .... "Then he put his motor- 
cycle under his arm and walked away 
with it" .... "Boy, he sure rides sideways 
a lot" .... 

“Do they give a trophy for falling off?" 
.... “Who wants to ride that second loop 
again?" .... "Blew the fork seals and it 
felt like I was riding a pogo stick” .... 
“You mean they left without me?" .... “I 
don't care what the manual says, I’ve 
been adjusting valves since you were in 
second grade" .... "He keeps that up and 
he'll be riding a wheelchair next" .... "Go 
to bed dear I'm just going to slide this 
cylinder on" .... О 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer 
of books, as well as author of the interna- 
tionally famous Duct Tapes stories. He can 
be reached at 111 North Summit Dr, RR5, 
Cabot AR 72023. 


800-253-7667 


Toll-Free 24 Hours US & Canada 
Questions or International 413-442-6562 
24 Hour Fax Line 413-443-0966 

less irs: Mon-Tues 9:00am-9:00pm, 
-7:00pm, Sat 9:00am-5:00pm EST 
e-mail adress is: ronnies@crocker.com 
"credit cards and COD accepted 











| —— Factory Outlet - Direct Discounts — 


Control Cables 
Levers 










Handlebars 
- Side Panels 








Air Filters Front Fenders 


Rod Kits 





Pistons & Rings 
Sprockets Chain Guides 


Brake Rotor Clutch Parts Brake Pads Bearings & Seals 


We Discount Original Equipment Parts 


Call Toll-Free for Fast Price & Availability Information 





Cylinder Porting and full-service machine shop 





PERFORMANCE INNOVATIONS 


Due to the nature of our industry, prices & availability are subject to change without notice 








Lance Smail 


PaoRAcINC 


west 4- Stroke 
Champion 


1996 


There's only one company on the top step of the podium in 4-stroke competition. KTM, the AMA West 4-Stroke 
National Motocross Champion. Their leading-edge 4-stroke performance technology has again, proven superior to 
all others. Unlike the huge manufacturers that have to water-down their race equipment for mass-production, KTM 
delivers this same performance in each model in the *97 line. Take off the number one plate and put on a headlight. 
The *97 R/XC Dual Sportmotorcycles™ feature WP up-side down forks, WP 4681 BA (bleed adjustment) shock, 
and new carburetor settings and internal baffle to run super clean and responsive. They've also added the 
street comfort of electric start and a large capacity fuel tank for extended range. 


The World's Best 4-Stroke Just Got Better 


Just when the competition thought they were catching up, KTM kicks it up another gear. All R/XC, E/XC and 
SX models have revised 2nd gear ratios, and the worlds original 400 4-stroke single, the 400 E/XC has a longer 
stroke motor for greater mid and bottom end power. The E/XC and SX models feature WP Extreme 50mm 
conventional forks and a WP 4681 BA shock. To say “The best just got better" might be an understatement. 


The World Of KTM 4-Strokes 





6201CA4SX ———— | ~ 400/620 LC4 E/XC 400/620 LC4 R/XC Electric Start 
Motocross Enduro/Trail Dual Sportmotorcycle™ 


= SPORTMOTORCY YCLES 


BUILT FOR ADVENTU 
KTM Sportmotorcycles USA, Inc. (East) 1906 Broadway, Lorain, OH 44052 (West) 930 Feseler St., El Cajon, CA 92020 


